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8 THE RELUCTANT POLITICIAN 
Natan Sharansky has formed Israel Be'aliya, 
ἃ new movement that aims to put Jewish immigration 
and absorption at the head of the national agenda. 
By Sue Fishkoff 


BED, BREAKFAST AND BAKLAWA. 
Arab villagers in Galilee are determined 
to grab a piece of the tourism pie. 

By Ava Carmel 


DISASTER MENTALITY 
Dr. Jakov Adler takes up a lofty UN post. 
By Judy Siege!-Itzkovich 


FASITIONABLE FUSS 

The government is counting on a fashion 
extravaganza to dress up the country’s image. 
By Allison Kaplan Sommer 


ROLL CALL FOR THE FALLEN 

One man is determined thal Jewish-American 
soldiers should not he forgotten, 

By Hillel Kuttler 
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4 FAST FORWARD 
23 BOOKS 
28 TASTER'S CHOICE 
30 ART 
31 BUT SERIOUSLY 


ON THE COVER: Michaela Bercu models 
Gideon Oberson’s gown designed for 
‘Fashion World's Salute to Peace’ 
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EAT, DRINK AND BE ALERT 
I was very interested to read Ruth 
Mason's article (“The Gift of 
Clarification,” May 19). 
Unfortunately, it reconfirmed what 
T have noticed over the years as a 
parent and teacher. Both the 
medica] and educational 
establishments ignore (wo very 
simple causes for ihese 
difficulties. One is the Israeli 
custom of not eating breakfast, 
and the second is the typical 
Israeli classroom, ils noise, 
movement and seating 
arrangement. 

‘These factors contribute to the 
unusually high percentage of 
Israeli schoolchildren suffering 
from the syndrome. What’s most 
important is it can be easily 
corrected, 

After speaking to students, 
neighbors and fellow teachers, I 
was amazed at how many leave 
home [in the morning] without 
even drinking ἃ glass of water. 
They suffer an empty stomach, a 
parched mouth, and then -- 14 to 
16 hours after the previous day's 
dinner, two hours after leaving for 
school -- they eat. 

Blood sugar, which was down, 
jumps up, and so does the 
percentage of accidents during 
that third lesson. At a professional 
conference for sports leachers, we 
were told to be extra careful then; 
lack of concentration lowers 
safety, too. 

Before drugging your child, spy 
on your child's classroom; you 
may discover thal you wouldn’t be 
able to learn anything there either. 
Can every child see the teacher 
and blackboard, or are they sitting 
in groups, some with their backs 
and shoulders to the teacher, their 
focus on friends? There’s noise: 
banging, thumping, scraping and 
indescribable sounds; how can 
they hear the teacher? 

There are children who néed 
Ritalin, but many will show 
remarkable improvement with a 
good breakfast, horseshoe seating 
in class and/or a quieter 
classroom, : 

Batya Medad 
Shiloh 
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EXHIBITIONS 


Alta and Arturo Schwarz Collection of 
leraell Art from dune 13 
‘Over 200 works by 80 arlists, Purchased especially 
for the Museum's 30th anniversary. a 
30x30: Thirty New Exhibits fom June 13 
‘Thirty fest-ime exhibits from the Museum's various 
dapariments for the 30th anniversary. 
Martin Szokely, French Designer 
Beaty dune 13 

In, photos and drawings by one of the most 
Jauded contemporary designers, 
On the Road to Edom from June 13 
Diecoveries from 8 7th-8th century BCE Edomite 
Shrine al Ein Hatzeva. 
New Acquisitions In Contemporary Art 
Major works by 8D Viola, Hang Haacke, 
‘Andy Warhol, Roy Lichtenstein and othera 7 
in honor of the Museum's 30th anniversary. 


Samaritan Mosaic Floor 
4th century CE, dlecoverad In ΕἸ Khikbe, ᾿ ee 
New Acquisitions in the Department of Prints and Αἱ 


Drawings, 1993-94 

Petra in the News. ee ee 
Objects and caine iéatifying to Pete's prosperity. ὦ) 
Salami Art ᾿ 

Inlaid metalwork - 13-15 cent, and ittustrations of ha 
Shahiname, Iran and India, 14-19 cent. 

Heroes: Past and Present ; 

The Image and face Jn our fives of a hero, with 


israel 


Fpeieitetr bret at μιν ιύτς κρνέλως, 


My Way -- Tim Gidal, Photographs 
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EXPRESSION OF HORROR 
Haim Chertok’s timely reminder 
of the victims of the First Crusade 
(“Out There,” May 19) was very 
interesting. I would like to point 
out that an expression used in 
those days is still being heard. 
“Hip! Hip! Hurrah!,” according to 
Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase 
and Fable is snid to be the first 
letters in the Latin expression, 
“Hierosolyma Est Perdita” 
(“Jerusalem is destroyed”). 
German knights shouted “Hip! 
Hip|” at Jews during the Middle 
Ages. This slogan was shouted by 
the Crusaders on their march to 
Jerusalem. It was also used in the 
title of the Hep Movement in 
Wirzburg, Germany, in 1819. The 
slogan was yelled at the Jews 
during the anti-Jewish riots. Hip! 
Hip! Hoorah! is an expression used 
today to show great jubilation. 
Dave Baruch 
Holon 


READY FOR MARTYRDOM 
Haim Chertok’s call to 
commemorate the martyrdom of 
Jews during the Crusades is very 
timely. Most of the atrocities 
occurred during lyar and therefore 
we recite the prayer Av 
Harahamim every Shabbat during 
this month. 

However, sonic of the statements 
in the article are incorrect. The 
woman martyr from the synagogue 
of Speyer did not inaugurate the 
tradition of Kiddush Hashem. It is 
true that “...neither Kiddush 
Hashem nor the mourners’ kaddish 
is mandated in Kedoshim,” but it is 
Not true that “these acts of holiness 
spring from a later period.” 

In the Torah portion following 
Kedoshim, Emor, (Leviticus 
22:32) we find the commandment 
of Kiddush Hashem. Both Rashi 
and Nahmanides in their 
commentary on this verse state 
that this {s a commandment. Rashi 
mentions Hanania, Mishael and 
Azaria as examples of people 
ready for martyrdom, but who 
were miraculously saved. 

Maimonides in’ his Mishne Torah, 
Hilchot Yesodei Hatorah, chapter 5, 
mentions the above verse as the 
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Martin Szekely by Pierre 


modem phato-journalism from the 19203 models and designare, A 
fe dune 10 and 16, 9 p.m., Auditorium. 
Brache Lichtenberg-Ettinger: 
Halala -Autiawork 3 


- Shrine of the Book: 


jerusalem 


, CONCERT: Performance by Immigrant musicians. 
Fil, June 9, 11 a.m., Ticho House. 
Irena Lyuberov - plano: Schumann, Chopin, Debussy and 


LECTURES: Closing Event of Princely Taste Exhibition by Special 
Quest Lecturer Alexis Gragory, quest curator of the exhibition. 
Sun., June {1, 8 p.m., Auditorium in English). ne 

Staudenmeyer, Director of Galeria Neowin 
Paris and New York, Admission free. 
Tue,, June 13, 6 p.m,, Audiiorlum (French with Hebrew transtation. 
GALLERY TALK: Princely Taste by Ella Regav. 
Tus., June 13, 7 p.m. in Hebrew) " 
+ MOVIE: Prat ἃ Porter (Ready to Wear) {USA 1994, 190 min.,) Di. 

Robert Altman, with Sophia Loren, Cher, Tim Robbins, top fashion 

look into the world of high fashion. 


GUIDED TOURS IN ENGLISH 
Mest at Main Bullding Information Desk for 
Museum H : Sun, 


Fil If am, Tue. 4:30 p.m. 

Fi Galleries: Mon, 

Judaica δι thnography: Sun., Wed., 2 p.m. 
: At Shrine a 


Mon., Wed, Thur 11 a.m. &3p.m, 


4 Mon., Wed., Thur., 1:30 p.m; Tue., 3 p.m; δ᾽ 
Meet οἱ Entrance Pavilion intormation Desk for tours In: 
German Sun., 2 p.m.'Franch Sun, ΤΊ am. 


VISITING HOURS 


Sun, Mon, Wed. Thur. iw am.-8 δι ue 4 ert 4 p.m. 
fn also open Tus. 10 a,m. - 10 p.m. 
Fri, 10 e.m.-2 pm, Sal. 10 anid vm, Information: 708811. 
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Source of Kiddush Hashem, 
iret the idea of mar 

is attributed to Abraha i 

Binding of Isaac. ine 
Concerning the kaddish, it )ς 

found in the Siddur of Ray 

Amram Gaon (ninth Century), 

The main part, the Tesponse, Yehe 

Shmei Rabba... is found in the 

Talmud, 

Miriam Hauer 

Jerusalem 


THE WRONG ANGLE 

T was interested to read Jocelyn 
McCiurg’s review of Stephen Fry's 
novel, The Hippopotamus CA 
Snide Ride,” May 5), but was 
surprised to find no mention of the 
book’s considerable Jewish interes, 

Concentrating his review alos 
entirely on the character of the 
libidinous theater critic Ted 
Wallace, your reviewer has totall 
overlooked the two “flashback" 
chaplers that tell the fascinating 
story of Michael Logan’s father, 
the Jewish healer Albert 
Blenenstock. 

‘These chapters touch on such 
assorted themes as the integration 
of a foreign Jewish family into the 
landed English aristocracy, 
Hider’s persecution of Austrian 
Jewry, the indifference shown to 
their plight by the British Foreign 
Office, antisemitism in an English 
public school, and the Holocaust. 

It is understandable that these 
themes should be ignored -- as 
indeed they were -- by reviewers 
in the English press, but ina 
Jewish newspaper total omission 
of a book’s Jewish content is more 
unexpected. 

Stephen Fry, incidentally, is 
halachically Jewish, his mother 
being a member of an Austrian- 
Jewish family. I believe he even 
has relatives in Israel. 

Pamela Melnikoff 
Tiford, England 


Correction 

In “Shooting the Other Side,” (June 
2) all photos were courtesy of the 
Hebrew-language nature magazine 
Teva Hadevarim : On ee, 1. 
Photo credits for Roni Sofer 
Zohrab Markarian were reverséd. 
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Your Sunday Bonus: 


THE FUNNIES 


Will Hobbes ever get the better of Calvin ? 


What is it about the Funnies that so attracts us? Do we identify with those cartoon 
characters whose antics we follow week after week? Are they a reminder of our lost 
childhood? Actually, we don't need any deep psychological explanation. We all 
appreciate humor. Some would even say that when you live 
in Israel, you need an extra dose of humor. 
Read the Sunday Funnies, and enjoy a distinctly 
American brand of humor, off-beat opinions 
and columns. 


Read all about it in the 
Funnnies, your Sunday 
Bonus. 
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OUT THERE 


iReluctant ends of 
ithe same tribe find 
ibliss at the huppa 
i 


iBy Netty C. Gross 


I 

{The bride, ἃ glamorous, happy 
iAmerican woman in ἃ fountain of 
{white chiffon, emerged to walk 
{down her wedding aisle on a 

if 


Iiten si in Tel Aviv, She paused, 


then giggled and only then 
marched. There was an carnest, 
Peppy, man-the-battle-stations 
bravado to her stride. She acted a 
little bit like Annie Oakley -- The 
|Bride. 

Her wedding gown, stripped of 
ornamentation, suggested that she 
had emerged victorious from a 
battle on some distant field of 
Tove, to marry the man she loved. 
And she had on both scores, 
Several years ago, midway 
through @ long betrothal, she had 

done a quick flip-flop. She backed 
youl of a marriage to a Protestant 
aristocrat, an embodiment of old 


ToT 


Phrase “bat yalanah" which 
means “ostrich,” ΓΈ ἐς one 


A. A derivative of the 
| who Sticks one's head 


Mayflower wealth, a preppie 
pilgrim of insidious 
Washingtonian insideness. 

At the time, the bride was a 
young, sclf-doubiing woman and 
she had backed out several days 
before the wedding. She did that, 
she sald at the time, rather than 
continually prop up her wishy- 
washy fiance whose mother, a 
cynical Georgetown matron, let 
her know how disa ing the 
family felt about what she called 
“mixed marriages.” ἦ 

The current groom, in fact, was 
ἃ handsome Israeli roofer, a young 
man with a splendid cap of 
corkscrew curls and splashy milk- 


{ white teeth. She had met him 


fh the Sand th the 


of any Sork of- 


unpleasantness, 
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Face 


while lic served on a security 
detail in Washington D.C. 


IF INDEED marriage, like sex, is 
one of those singular occasions 

ἢ When two people can make 

£ something out of nothing, then this 
ἔ Jewish wedding took the cake. 


The bride and groom, who were 


the only two people in attendance 


8 
(5 (τ SOMEONE 
UAL 


Wer β Ales 
HIS HGAD IN 
The SAND? 


| atthe wedding who knew each 

ἢ other, were such an unlikely pair 

| that their peculiar bond created its 
{ own spiritual exaltation. In the 

} fusion they were, willy-nilly, 

i uniting (wo distinct, reluctant ends 


of the same tribe. 

Both sets of parents initially 
approached the wedding with the 
lightheartedness of a match-up 
between King Kong and Godzilla. 
Who could really blame them? 


« 
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H The respective domestic lives of 

| both bride and groom were almost 
comically diverse. Neither family 
(his 8 warm-blooded 
Mediterranean clan from Holon), 
nor hers (haute, vaguely Jewish 
Virginians with whispery 
undeveloped voices), quite knew 
what to make of each other or the 
happy couple. 

The groom’s family was gripped 
by some imagined degree of 
embarrassment-of-riches 
syndrome. Their American 
daughter-in-law and her leggy 
family intimidated them; Land’s 
End catalog people had suddenly 
invaded Holon, entered their 
Mediterranean midst. 

Their son was marrying the 
unattainable — a pretty American 
blonde woman of means — and the 
best defense, they reasoned, was a 
good offense. Their boy, they 
implied by their nouveau-sniffy 
behavior, wasn’t overreaching. If 
anything, the match was an utterly 
equal one, 

i The groom’s mother, a 


rae 


or. fomance, __ 


. Song of Songs 8:7,” she 


battleship of a woman ¢ 
in purple chiffon, a voluble 
beaming our-national-bird type, ἢ 
led the attack. “Did you know” { 
said the Isracli Betty Crocker, ἢ 
“my son isn’t just a roofer. Wrie ἢ. 
that he has a roofing business, Ηρ ξ΄ 
has εἰς workers.” i 
“What a guy she’s getting” sai i 
the father of the groom, a pig | 
athletic man, a former semi- i 
professional soccer player, who 
slapped peopte on the back by way 
of greeting, He drove a taxi. An i: 
intercity Mercedes, he pointed out | ° 
“You know you could write this: ! 
he’s not just a roofer, he’sa =f: 
roofer's roofer. You know he | j 
could stand up straight ona wall’! ; 
Her parents were another story. | 
“If this is what she wants,” said | : 
her mother, an art conservator ἢ 
who with her refined profile and { 
her linear petite black dress, ΘΙ 
t 


" 
iba 
Ἐν 
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She nodded vaguely witha ἢ 
wide, dreamy gaze and 8 Mona | 
Lisa smile. No one really took i 
offense at this Jackie Kennedy 
persona of hers. The groom's | - 
family simply didn’t recognize the} _ 
socialite archetype. Ϊ 

i 
i 
| 
{ 


The father of the bride, on the 
other hand, behaved like a local 
politician stumping for votes ina 
Jewish neighborhood. A tall, 
tanned investment banker, he Ἢ 
repeated “Shalom” like ἃ manta { , 
and agreeably pressed the flesh {1 
while swallowing miniature H 
kebabs. | 

| 


THE BRIDE and groom 
themselves would later say that 
their fathers more or less hit it off. } 
ft was true, despite the fact that | 
neither man could speak each | 
other's language. ᾿ 
Maybe hoe a male harp 
cut through the mountain of artifice 
women lend to get all tied up [a 
over wecldings. Maybe it was a sot 
of mutual respect for marriage, the | 
institution which hed tamed thelr | 
Ubido and simultaneously given 
them these wonderful children. In 
any caso, they slapped each other's 
backs repeatedly. , | 
Despite all the eaten 
sychology, it seem: a 
Straightforward case of wo people 
simply in love. No, the bride was 
not some American se: 
sophisticate subtly manipulating # 
young Israeli, Nor was the grooms 
knight in shining armor who 
whisking off the deeply ambivalea! 
bride from a fate similar to 
Andromeda’s being chained to the | 
ἢ 
i 


rock. Nothing so dramatic. 

The only real hitch at the ide 
wedding occurred when the br 
decided to throw in her two Οἱ 
as she stood under the hupp®, a 
ignoring the refusal of the ᾿ 
officiating Orthodox Sephardi ἢ 
rabbi to allow her to recite # poc™ 
by Tennyson. h 
- “Many watess cannot quenc in be 
love, neither can floods drown : 


blurted into the eel 
which her bemuse! 8 
Hebrew, "I am my beloved's and 
my beloved is mine.” a 

. Tt was a great-day for Jew 
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iAn Immigrant finds 
'her way around 
;and the Jewlsh way 


By Carl Schrag 


i i Katya Epstein had been a full- 

i time tour guide for a decade in her 
i native Russia hefore she moved 
there five years ago. In addition to 
i ibeing an expert on Christianity, 

ishe had fearned a bit about Islam 
j because it helped her tcll visitors 
labout the sights in her hometown 
ἢ of Pskow, on the Estonian border, 
] { which i is Russia's oldest cily. 

i As far as the three major 
jTeligions are concerned, she was 
{ missing just one: Judaism. She 

i knew nothing about it and had 

; never had a chance to Jearn. Her 
᾿ { hometown had had no functioning 

| synagoguc since 1917, and her 
j ardently communist parents made 
ino effort to teach her anything 
{ about her religious heritage. 


WOMEN AT WORK 


Soon after she arrived here, 
| Epstein realized that she'd need to 
i fill in the blanks, Jewishly, if she 
| wanted to lead taurs in the Holy 


| Land. She turned to the Masorti 
(Conservative) Movement in 


; SCENE AND HEARD 


\Dudu makes a 


boo-boo when he 
\can't take the heat 


By Allison Kaplan 
ΡΝ ἐν 


i This space is usually reserved for 


- tpoking fun at one or mare 


lindividuals. But not this week.- 
{This week, we're just a little bit 
|afratd of the consequences, 

The reason? It seems it's no 
longer sage for journalists to go 
around criticizing people. Just ask 
Meir Schnitzer, Ma’ariv’s 
television critic, 

Schnitzer dared to write a two- 

page spread skewering the 
ale 's sweetheart, Dudu Tépez. 
The piece compared Topaz’s 
populist tendencies to those of 
Charles de Gaulle and Juan 
Peron. Seen in this light, 
Schnitzer wrote, the.entertainer’s 
recent statements that he has 


- {Intentions of going into politics 


are downright frightening. 

" ‘They say that success'is the best 
revenge, but despite the millions 
of dollars and the sky-high tatings 
Topaz enjoys, apparently he is 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


evidence that Topaz has long had 
a fixation with the poor eyesight 
of televiston critics, Two years 
ago, in response to a review in 
which Post critic Penny Starr 
flippantly referred to him as an 
“old dog,” mentioned his well- 
publicized womanizing ways, and 
described his eycs as “puffy,” 
Topaz penned a letter of protest to 
the editor, in which he made the 
following eloquent points. 

“1. Jt takes an old bitch to know 
an old dog. 

“2, True, I love women, 


τ Jerusalem, and studicd for two 
| years at its Neveh Schechter 

ἢ school. 

| “I studied Torah and learned 
i how to pray,” she says over coffee 
ἢ in a smoky Russian cafe in central 
} Jerusalem. “I even know how to 

Ἶ read from the Torah now.” 

{ _ She liked the approach of the 

ΕΓ Masorti Movement, she says, 

{ because it was noncoercive. 

{ While studying at Neveh 

| Schechter, Epstein also enrolled in 
{ other courses. There was a half- 

| year program thal trained her to be 
a guide at the Israe] Museum, and 
another at Yad Vashem. 

By the time she enrolled in the 
Tourlsm Minisiry’s tour-guide 
accreditation course a year ago, 
she had completed five other 
training courses. 

“I'm not sure I would have been 
able ta be a goad tour guide if I 
hadn't done the Jewish studies,” 
she says, “A few limes a month, I 
lead a workshop in Zionism for 
Russian immigranis, and J 
wouldn’t be able to do that if 1 
didn’t have some grounding in 
Judaism.” 


HER HUSBAND, a computer 
engineer who works in an 
electronics factory in a job she 
| describes as “close to his 
profession,” doesn’t exactly share 
her fascination with Jewish ritual. 

“I’m the only one in my family 
who goes to synagogue and 
studies 50 much,” Epstein says. 
“But we compromise. We light 
candles on Shabbat, and we keep 
8 kosher home.” 

Actually, she says, kashrut 
entered her home for social, not ἡ 


Teligious, reasons, 
nen we first arrived in 


Jerusalem and moved ta Gilo, a 
lovely religious couple — veteran 
immigrants from Canada ~ took 
us under their wing and helped us 
out 8 lot,” she says. “They only 
ate kosher food, and we wanted to 
be able to invite them to cat in our 


* home, so we decided to make it 


kosher,” sho explains, 

Epstein works a-lot-with new 
immigrants, but her clients also 
include Russian-speaking tourists 


w+. from around the world, 


Katya Epstein: 


‘Pm not sure | would have been a good 


tour guide if | hadn’t done the Jewish studies.’ 


as much information into each 
tour as possible. Indeed, many 
veteran immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union choose to 
travel around the country with 
Russian-speaking guides, Epstein 
says, because they believe it to be 
the beat way to quench their thirst 
for knowledge. 

She isn't daunted by the 
challenge of learning about a new 
country at age 48. “Rabbi Akiva 
only started to study at age 40,” 
she points out. “True, I staried ἡ 
even later, and I started without 
the Janguage, but T can do it.” 


‘THIS ISN’T the first time Epstein 
has ‘had to start over, carcer-wise. 
‘Until 1980, she was an English 
teacher in Russia, As she explains 
it, in that year, “We were told not 


Arabs, Americans, everyone you 
4 can imagine. We all study 
1 together. We all help each other. 

Nobody hates anybody else. So 
even if we never find work, we'll 
all have gained 50 new friends.” 

She pauses a minute. 
talking about her newfound love 
of Judaism, her successful work 
situation, her many friends and all 
the other wonderful things she’s 
experienced In five years here, she 
feels a need to add a few 
qualifying words. 

“Tt has not been easy,” she says. 
“My husband and I came at ἃ very 
difficult age. Most of the 
immigranis of our age ars the 
desert generation. We've had to 
work very hard to achieve what 
we have achieved here. 

"You know,” she says with 8 
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9, To Conquer the 
Mountain 

- Or Die 

The Life of 
Menachem Begin 
The compleie Ife aoe of 


ising Yilzhak 
Shamir and Yaakov Meridor. 
From the underground to the 
pinaci οἱ power and Ino Leal 
Hous decade of 


fascinating documentary 
roveeling the untold sory ofono 
of Israel's moal intriguing 
ties. 56 min, Natrlivein 
sh. Biblical Produclions. 
JP Price NIS 69.00 


3.16τ89] Sings 

An exciing sing-a-long 
Produchon featuring 58 of Israel's, 
best loved songs: ofd and naw! 
Dance numbers are performed by 
the “Hora” Dance Troupe. Song 
booklel included. 

60 min, VHS-PAL or NTSC 

each with Hebrew and English 
lransiierated subliles 

JP Price NIS 49.00 


10. Land of Mitk and 
ney, 

See and Hear Israel sn this 

=a pict dirs Goross the 

beak ful nis and and oy some of 


Israel's most jat folk songs 
ὑμεῖς Ὁ four fakes 


from the Mediiorranoan in the 
wost to the Dead Sea and Sea 

of Gaitoe in the easl. Nasralive In 
English. Multi-denominationat 
FREE audiocassatte of Israel! 
muaic included. 

JP Price NIS 48.00 frst 

JP Price NIS 65.00 {NTSC) 


4. Mualoal 
Masterpiece at Masada 
On October 13h, 1988 four 
thousand people ware witnass al 
the fortress of Masada lo the 
\sraelPhitharmonic Dates 
conducted by Zubin Mehtt 
performing Mahler's ond 

+ The Resunéchon 
and aul n-Haim’s Fantare to 
Israel. 
JP Price NIS 65.00 VHS-PAL 
JP Price ΝΙΒ 69.00 VH8-NTSC 


11. The Last Jows In 
Yemen 

Docent tho 2,500 cg dc ΑΘ “old 
fim [oltows Tamar int 


her anceswal roots Included are 

pane Sar μεθκείνω ΕΒ 

everyday life beet the bibfcal, 

religious: es ame 
iclant Jewish enc 


5, Israel In Dance 

On alage and backstage wih 
the “Shalom 90" dance troupe. 
The story of the you 

who live to dance δι 


brought by 80 
many diverse padpies 10 Israel. 
Refreshing ang hear warming, 
Choch-fut! οἱ Israali folk dances 
performed in and all over Israel 
60 min. VHS-PAL of NTSC. 

SP Price NIS 60.00 


12. The Enigma of 

the Dead Sea Scrolls 
‘Smce thalr discovery in 1947, 

the Dead Soa scala havebeen 


controversies surrounding the 
_ known Biblical texis and 


Includes Interviews: and 


6. Seven Keys to 
Jewish Life 


Explains tha Sabbalh, Kashrut, 
Hanukkah, the Shofar, Mazzuzeh 


Tofidn and Tzedaka. 


Jewish lradilions, Prayers 
appaarin transliteration and 


English ranslated sublilies. 60 


min. VHS-PAL or NTSC 
UP Price NIS 68.00 


tha siles, maet ks; 
experience dally ite and 


“Thu story of the 


(rgun Zval Louml) 


ΤΑ, Flames of Revoit 
Ming, aulhanile 100 


story a the daring young ad 
‘€nd women wito mace up the. 

‘the Inga-scate operations ier 

‘undertook and earth shattering 

events thay caused... which 

shook tha world and the Jewish 


community In Palestine, Includes 


indevee with [tgun fighiore, 
Bridsh coldiera, and historians aa 
wall a5 archive flim foolaga. 
JP Price RIG 78.00 


fightille, hear its songs and 
w full cokes 


payers. A brand na 


—— penta a! ig ametarn, 
rated oath ΕΝ ΠῚ ‘af hietory 


and tradition. 4! 


min. Narrated 


μι Engish. δ πε σθποππ αι! με. 


ice NIS 59.00 aa, 


‘ways of file in the world laday. 
88 πίπ. 
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whose paycheck is likely a tiny although women like Miss Starr Russia, or Jews from Germany or |. tour-guide course ends and she With that, she finishes her 
. fraction of the entertainer’s, could eaally change my sexual America who went to those gets her official license, Epstein espresso, gathers the books she’s 
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from ‘eye trouble. He also seems to 
believe that in other countries, 
people of his stature can gel away . 
with such behavior when it comes 
to dealing with 1 so journalists, 


Original cece 
Mathematicias, 
also a chess master 


᾿ end more. BAW, 60min. Yiddish 
vith Engish subtiies, . 


| JP Price NIS 69.00 


‘Yetla Zwarling. BAW, 76 min, 
Yiddish with English subtitisa. 


JP Price NIS 68.00 
| 22A. Tewle the Milkman 


character and maturity level are 
Suited to‘Israeli politics,” 

In the wake of the incident — 
and after Schnitzer filed assault 
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κατ mr ee sees Bes 


After years of 


resisting political 
involvement, 
Natan Sharansky 
has formed 

Israel Be’aliya, 

a new movement 
that aims to put 
Jewish immigration 


and absorption. 


at the head of the 
national agenda. 


A RELU 


By Sue Fishkoff - 
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GTANT POLITICIAN 


na cold February day in 
1986, after nine long 
years of imprisonment 
in the Soviet Union for 
Jewish dissident activi- 
8-year-old Natan 
insky stood on the 
East German side of the 
ge separating Bast and 


΄. three-way prisoner exchange; 
Bie Miithan arte told ‘him to walk 
᾿ Straight across the bridge. In a final burst 
purposeful defiance, a stb vin 
of interrogation, 


clous spirit of this most famous prisoner of the right and left courted his support, from 


Patestinian human-rights organizations t0 
national-religious circles. Everyone want-° 
ed him to lend his talent — and his 
—to their cause, He resisted them all. ὁ 
"After the politiclans saw J wasn’t going 
to join their party, they began telling me 
how important it was that I remain a sym- 
bol and not get involved in partisan poll- 
tics,” he says during an interview last 
week in the Jerusalem home he shares 
with Avital and their two daughters, 
Rahel, eight, and Hanna, six. “That's what 
[Foreign Minister Shimon] Peres told me ἃ 
few days after J arrived in Israel. But 8 fow 
years later, when he thought I might join 
Labor, he changed his advice.” 
Through the years, Sharans 
tently rebuffed efforts to draw him Into the 
political fray, devoting his energy instead 
* to improving the lot of immigrants from 
the former Soviet Union through the ἀπ 


sentenced him to 13 years’ imprisonment 
ped-up. charges of spying for the 

to his sudden and unexpected 
1986, Sharansky was interna- 
as a larger-than-life 
vidual’s struggle against 


When he arrived in Israel in 1986, 
Sharansky was widely expected to continue 
sm, becoming a bright 
faeli political scene, 
surprising thing about 
t of a new political 
this week is that it-took 


symbol of the indi 


his. es activi: 
new light 

untempored by years rire 
ἢ, malnutrition, hunger 
reed labor ‘in’ the gulag, 
gt he ake ΟΣ 
to the other, on his 
freedom and a new life in Israel, Ὁ 
told by Sharansky hiraself in: 


 Sormoasteates the fie 


his announcemen 
movement earlier 
ng, 


. δ one side of the bridge ‘When Sh j 
: aransky rejoined: 

: Avital in Terusslens In 1 ihe eke 
separated since the day a 
Tharrlage 12 years earli 
as a hero. Parties-and int 


fter their Moscow 


s-an Zionist Forum, the immigrants’ 
Pets organization he founded in 1988 in 
anticipation of mass Soviet immigration. 

‘This week, he came forward as head of 
the new movement Isracl Be'aliya — not a 
party “yel.” he cautions — formed in 
answer to a ground swell of discontent 
from the country’s 560,000 uew immi- 

nts from the former Soviet Union. 

y disappointed by broken promises 

from both Likud and Labor, voices from 

within that community have been calling 

more and more loudly for their own politi- 

cal party, whose Icaders will represent 
their specific interests in the Knesset. — 

Sharansky’s movement, whose name is ἃ 
play on the dual meaning of aliya — “on the 
ascent” and “immigration” — is the seed of 
that future party. But although his support- 
ers describe it quite openly as a “Russian 
immigrant party,” dedicated to meeting the 
specific needs of that population, 
Sharansky himself, typically, sees it in 
much broader terms, 

He says the movement’s aim is to 
Improve the situation of the half-million 
new immigrants from the former Soviet 
Union not by appealing to their immediate 
absorption interests such as jobs and hous- 
ing, but by reforming Israeli sociely at its 
roots, reinjecting the national agenda with a 

dose of Zionism, and integrating “the 
best of sabra and Yiddishe kop” values. 

“The ingathering of the exiles has to 
become a top national priority once again,” 
says Sharansky, who quit posts at The 
Jerusalem Report and the local Russian- 
language daily {zvestiya to head the new 
movement. “If you are talking about a 
party that will simply address the immedi- 
ate needs of the new immigrants, nol only 
am I not interested in such a party, T don’t 
think It is useful. The pain and problems of 
the Russian immigrants ure closely con- 
nected with the deep social and spiritual 
crisis in Israeli society.” 


ype] a clear gap between Sharansky’s 
broad conception of his movement and 
his constituency’s more narrowly focused 
understanding. Whether Sharansky will be 
able to close the gap and keep the movo- 
ment united will depend on several factors. 
is time: right now, the movement 
includes figures fram the political left and 
ght, from Likud activist Yuli Edelstein to 
Bronfman, who headed Labor's 
‘New immigrant department during the 1992 
campaign, But when and if it becomes a 
party, and Is forced (o take positions on con- 
troversial national issues, it risks alienating 
&8 many votors as it attracts. 

The closest Sharansky comes to defining 
what will be the positions of such a party 
on critical national issues such as borders 
and peace negotiations is to say that the 
Party will consider all such issues “from 
the viewpoint of increasing Jewish immi- 
Station and absorption.” 

‘The economy, the peace process, internal 
bickerings in the other political parties -- 
these will all influence the electoral appeal 
Snew movement. But its success will 
Pethaps most of all depend on the power of 
Sharansky’s own personalily, his continu- 
ing ability to rise above the fray and con- 
Vince, his Russian immigrant constituency 
'oshare his own universalist ideals. 

Integration, not separation, is the way 
We can build a'real Israeli national move- 
ment,” he states firmly. 
fs was (hat universalis| sense, he says, 

t kept him alive and sane those long 
Years in the gulag. “When I was fighting to 
inna to Israel, both before and while I was 
Pa ren what helped me survive was the 

ng that I’m part of this people, that } 
al the Unique historical connection with 
the 1 People of Israel, not with the left or 

é oth teligious or secular,” he says. 
ἔνε 8 very powerful feeling. That’s 
thee paned the groups who came to me 
ie μος ῖι or, weeks in Israel, who told 
phy, Tee their group and their philos- 


S here. It was difficult, even - 

eerie οὐ me ie δῆσθόο. one over 
+ ὦ 166] we are all di! 

pe Peoples ea faces of 


" Sharansky leads a de 


His movement does not yet have a plat- 
form, but its guiding principles were clear- 
ly laid out in a press conference this 
Wednesday. 

First, he says, the movement aims to 
change social priorities by putting the 
ingathering of the exiles, or Jewish immi- 
gration, back at the top of the national 
agenda. 

“We are facing a unique historical 
opportunity,” he says. “With the fall of the 
Iron Curtain, for the first time in modern 
history, nothing separates the world's 
Jews. There’s nothing preventing us fram 
bringing one million more Jews, the rem- 
nants of Eastern European Jewry, to Israel 
by the end of the century. 

“I’m talking about a new level of 


‘The sabra values 
must be merged 
with the 
immigrants’ love 
of excellence 


Tate Mclinlelitcolem 
the “yiddishe 
kop.” That’s how 
! see this 


movement.’ 


monstration of u! 


Zionism. The time hus come for Israel to be 
more than just ἃ haven for the world's Jews, 
but ἃ place thal attracts Diaspora Jews.” 

In order to become such a place, the 
country's economy must be liberalized, its 
education system made mote universal as 
well as national, Diaspora communities 
must be less paternalistic to the state, and 
long-term absorption of new immigrants 
must be as important as physically bring- 
ing them to Israel. 

{Former prime minister Yitzhak] Shamir 
was willing to send a plane to the ends of 
the earth to rescue one Jew, but would do 
nothing to help their integration into soci- 
ety,” he charges. “Rabin is the same.” 

Sharansky does not hesitate to use the 
word “Zionist” to describe his movement. 

“Three or four years ago, Zionism was a 
ditly word among new immigrants,” he 
explains. “They arrived here from the 
Soviet Union opposed to any ideology; 
Zionism meant to them a Jewish Agency 
bureaucrat who made promises and then 
didn't deliver. 

“But the more they integrate, the more 
they want lo be part of a new system of 
values. I think the majority of these people 
came here not to live in a ‘normal’ country 
like any other; they came because it’s not 
‘normal,’ not ordinary, because they want 
to be part of this unique history of thou- 
sands of years. 

“Maybe the word ‘Zionism’ doesn’t 
have the samic meaning for me as for many 
of these new immigrants, but at least it’s 
something to build on.” 


ilt an openly Zionist, idealistic, 

reformist movement of this kind be 
able to attract supporters or, ultimately, 
voters? 

That's what he will spend the next few 
months checking, he says. Much .as the 
movement itself grew out of almost two 
years of parlor meetings and public forums 
in Russian neighborhoods throughout the 
country, he and other movement leaders 
will spend “the next few months” traveling 
back to those venues to assess the views 


a a r Knees ig oe 
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“not of hundreds or even thousands of peo- 
ple, but tens of thousands.” If support 
exists for a political party, he says, then he 
is ready to farm one. 

“But you need a movement with an ideol- 
ogy before you build a party,” he says. “A 
party is simply a tool for bringing people to 
the Knesset to implement your ideas. You 
can’l start with the tool before the ideology. 
IF it was my intention just to sit in the 
Knesset, I could do it a much easier way.” 

Sharansky admits that the core con- 
stituency for his movement is the Russian- 
speaking immigrant population. But he 
hopes that his message of integration ~ slo- 
gans like “combining the strength and inde- 
pendence of veteran Israelis with the intel- 
ligence and initiative of new immigrants” — 
will enable the movement to appeal first to 
other immigrants and then to veteran 
Tsraelis who share his idealistic views. 

The Russian Jews are not as parochial as 
people think, he insists. After a decade of 
Jewish dissident activity in the Seventies 
and seven years as head of the Zionist 
Forum, “when T had to defend the Russians 
to Israclis and Israel to the Russians,” he 
believes he knows the community well. 
After all, he points oul, it was the tenacious 
idealism of the Jewish dissidents of the 
1970s and early 1980s that helped tear 
down the Iron Curtain and opened the gates 
to free emigration from the Soviet Union. 
Today's immigrants share the same blood. 

“[ know how pragmatic, even cynical, 
these people are, and how real is their suf- 
fering,” he says, “Yet I know from my own 
experience in ihe gulag that you can go 
through this ‘sound and fury’ and remain 
tied to your higher aims. I believe 1 can 
make these people sec that the solution to 
their personal difficulties lies in a broad 
tenewal of society. We can use their ener- 
gy and enthusiasm as a catalyst to make 
those changes.” 

Sharansky’s disappointment in the 
Isracli leaders developed over time, he 
says, as he left the morally black-and- 
white world of the KGB prison and began 
to live in the more complex wortd of mod- 


et In 1993 


prefer that he announce [the formation off a party, 


- Knesset seat in the 1992 election, 


" Other activists say he'g playing hig cards correc 
"We tren't talking about a'party yet because we 


- 3. OLIVER! - Consider 4, THE MIKADO - 
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‘decided (0 create a political 
elections. . 


‘miscalculated. Most, Usherenko insists, are. willing 
‘and sec, . : PPS 9 ον 


-chance, When he gees that most immigrants Suppor! 


€rn, democratic Israel, 

“In some way, there’s a certain nostalgia 
for a world with clear choices,” he says, 
“When I first came here, the biggest com- 

pliment sameone could give me was to say 
Lh T looked Hike a real Israeli. Step by step, 
you find out it’s not paradise. Then the 
new immigrants you've been fighting for 
start to arrive and they're different from 
you, and you fight with thom, and you're 

* ¢ritical of each other, But then you find © 
! these now immigrants are bringitig values 
very dear to you that the sabras don’t have. 

“The sabra values must be merged with 
the immigrants’ love of excellence and 
ambition, the yiddishe kop. That’s how I 
see this movement.” 


something they can understand, A mgvement like this fas 
π0 platform, no organization, nothing to ‘cling to.” ὦ 
._ Hf Sharansky quickly dectares that hé is forming a party, 
Tsikol says; he may be able to regain lost ground."“But:. 
, every day that passes without him deciding logos Him. 
᾿ voters that won’t return. He’s making the same mis τ 
as Da,” the imjnigrants’ rights party which failed'to wi 
correctly, 
‘ Sven know what kind of support the movemiént will 
cautions Félix Usherenko, 8 state molecular sctentist in 
* Haifa and a key figure to ἃ year-old'Russian immigrant - 
Organization called the Center. for the Coordination af. 


᾿ Political Initiatives and Cresition of a Political Party. ἢ 
‘The center grew out of a Knesset demonstration: - 


In the past nine months, [πὸ center established 20 
branches in (owns with heayy immigrant populations; and 
party lo stand in the 1996 | 


“We expected Sharansky would lead our party, but we” 
realized a few months ago that he was more interested iri 
“movement thar ἃ party at this time," Usherenko. says, "ἢ 
Some center activists, like Tsikal, believe Sharansky bas” 
to wait” ° 
“Most of us at the center want to participate in his- 
“movement,” Usherenko says, “I think he has a real.” 


- Russian 


CAN A UNIVERSAL MESSAGE 
WIN PAROCHIAL SUPPORT? 


Svrer for Nalan Sharansky's political movement 

risrael Be’aliya seems strong within the Russian-. 
speaking immigrant community, although there's some, 
disagreement concerning his timing and tactics, Some ; 
activists say he should form a party right away, instead of “- 
wasting campaign time on a more ambiguous movement. 

“1 told him he’s already missed the boat,” says Journalist 
Irma Tsikol, a political columnist In the Russian-language 
press now working for Meretz.“Support among the se 

. People is iike'a wave; it comes and goes. People would © ᾿ 


don 


Political system; ‘she says; 


and keeps his message as 
" matises: “Bat is that worth 


“ions down the ‘universal 
“He may be 
the major parties, 
4 


tis "going for‘one 


First, Sharansky believes that Da 
emerged too early, and was therefore too 
narrowly focused. “We were still very 
much outsiders in Israeli society, con- 
cerned with immediate issues of absorp- 
tion like finding a job and buying an apart- 
ment,” he explains. 

Now, four years later, the bulk of the 
Russian-speaking immigrant population 
feels part of the greater sociely, he says, 


ὁ oily relistic.apy 
nen refused (Ὁ suf 


and Sharensky' knows that, .*- 
ἐδ gusect he could-get one or two seats if he works hard 
universal as possible,” sie. “° 
it?” And'lils constituency, ste . 
insists, “‘wantg épecific answers” and ἐν] pressure him to 
᾿ message that'could, ironically, 
“being him votes‘outside the community,“ .. = a 
Organizing in order to negotiate with oné.of. . 
offering his political support as g 
lowry’ of bargaining chip heforé the next elections,” she 
“continues, "The Russian, community may be-better off τ 
fering its yote to one of thé larger parties, rather ihan -. 
Ὶ ‘or two Seats for'a' Russian Party, I find it 


migrant conimunily, 


Ips 
sis a 


community is ready to turn to a new ty. 
Recent polls bear him out. A Tatzph ὁ sur- 
vey conducted among new immigrants 
from the former Soviet Union in March 
revealed that almost 45% would Support an 
immigrant party if one existed. Just 36% 
said they would vote for one of the exisling 
parties, while 19% were undecided. 
: A similar number of new immigrants 
Supported an immigrant party one year 


‘The time has come for Israel 
to be more than just a haven 
for the world’s Jews, 
but a place that attracts 
Diaspora Jews.’ 


and is criticlzing that socioty from within, 
“It’s the criticism of people who see thelr 
children's future in Isract,” he says. 
“They’te concemed 


parti 


with improving the. 


> now? 


1 munity 


before the June 1992 elections, points out 
Tatzpit director Dr. Aharon Fein. Support 
dropped as the elections neared and voters 
began to view Da as an unattractive option. 

What's the difference between then and 


" “About, 200,000 people,” says Eduard 
Kuznetsov, editor-in-chiof of zvestia, one 
newspapers. As the Russjan-Speaking com- 
— the half-million mark, {t is - 
ts electoral strength, he. says, For 


_ Of the three largest Russian-language daily 


_ feeling 


6 ] “the past six y 
᾿ Now that both’ majr-putiés have been pags to radars" soneakens vee 
und “wanting, gays, Sharaniky, the’ 


page to readers’ comntents on the subject. 
*unelscv aays letters arrive every day in: 


Now his task will be, Goren says, to unite an iinm 
immunity that is divided on many key issues. 
εὐ αν “Qn foreign policy, the immigrants are close to th 
. Mational camp, while on domestic issues, they are more 
., liberal, closer to Labor,” he explains. “Sharansky will. 
shave to take ‘all this into account and show that his de 
, Match his words,” eee 
And if this initiative fails? “I’m very optimistic aboul 
ες, the elections for the year 2000,” says Irma Tsikol. “By .. 
~ then, we'll have a new generation of young Russian 
irimigrants, the generation after Sharansky and the 
_ immigrants of the Seventies, It will be much easier then (0 
‘build a party to support our interesls.” 


- to be a politician, but if I have to...” 


the cominuniy, 
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AND ANY AGE - FROM KINDERGARTEN TO YOUNG GOLDEN AGE 
SHOWTIME! - THE MUSICALS COME ALIVE !!! Quality recordings of highilghis from the most celebrated 
shows in West End and Broadway history. Star-studded casts, superb arrangements, top orchestras, 
JP Price NIS 32.95 ea., inc. postage and packing. 


5. WEST SIDE STORY - 


pan sasaieun 
ANDRIAW LLOVD 
WENBER 


τ τ»... ἢ ' ee - ; 

: PIRATES OF PENZANCE- 8. SHOWBOAT - Willard White plays 
ΚΝ famous Gilbert and Sullivan {0 In this lavish calection tom fhe 
Dov! eromed by the crane includ I Where's he Mate for Ma? 
D'Oyly Carta Opera Company, Ἵ ce , 
featuring Marilyn Hill Smith, aan ave Good bye My Lady 


6. GREASE - Top songs from this rock 'π' 
Toll spectacular, starring John Barrowman, 
Shona Lindsay, Mark Vivier and Sally 
Ann Triplett. Summer Ni ights, Hopelessly 
Devoled to You, and You're the One that | 
Want, among others. 


9, THE HIT SONGS OF ANDREW 
LLOYD WEBBER - Music of the 
Night, Any Dream Will Do, Don't Cry 
For Me Argentina, Mamory, and 
other hits, performed by Graham 
Bickley, Marla Friadman, John 

Barri an pnd other nod 
YELADUDES - Music, Storles and Musical Storles for children, In Hebrew - narrated and presente 


by Dan Kaner, Itzhak Noy, Anat Davidov, YossI Becher, and others. 
aie. Bae 


JP Price NIS 29.90 ea., inc. p ἃ p. 
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Support of creating an immigrant party. : ‘an 

“We hold open meetings with our readers, * 
and every second question from the flooris, ᾿ 
why don’t we crente such a party?” 


And with the popular Sharansky st its 


i 
! 
: 
ι 
" 


ΒΕ: τὰ 
Dh,  ω" 
ae. 


helm, he says, such a party would attrac ς μενος os ἐν ἀνὰ 
ἢ ΠῚ i - IDS AND ME 14. THE SONGS AND M 15. FROM ROSH HASH: 
voters while avoiding the infighting that oe and slore, Inclucing 12, op iis Folk ding ‘Thoductton 3 the musical Little Jonathan, See Saw, TO PURIM - Songs and 
ultimately destroyed Da. Golden Bird by the Brothers La ae a The Instruments and the Danny the Hero, and The stories, 
“All other potential lenders for = 7 Grimm, and Country Mouse Fhe Frog rnc, ary Elves. orchestra, and Including The Selfish Giant, among othera. 
movement, or political party, aro equal 


and Village Mouse. 


Magic Flute and Peter and 
and would fight wilh each other,” he 8875, | the Wolf. 


: pry. a a τι κακία τας κοῖς κονπος ταττις κοπῇ 
Ϊ ee P SPECIAL OFFER: E : . livery FREE (where available). 

ἔρος τα ey epee ae bee ΝΠ ΕΣ ΣΕ BS Sar ΙΟΣΝ 
doesn’t lead it, we don’t have 8 met ἐςς AAS froma lan ft Al 

Sharansky says he's ready to move ind | HA adie tay | |EREE door-lo-door delivery (where avalide). stem ee εν τὸς ον ας (evcsue mouse Ι 
politics now because the challenge (μεῖς | 7 Pass Please candiseliver in fllwlng comp cecs from the CD ᾿ i 
the Jewish people is different today, a0 ᾿ s 23] | corres; οι ncn tothe rag ured " les. Minimum order 3 Ct 1234686780 l 
requires different tactics. “When I sas Ι 16. FROM PESSAH TO 7, sonas AND | Entead [8 my check for the correct amount, payatie to The Jerusalem Post/credit card detalis, Ι 
ra dren an Θρπμιμμῖρ αν eh Ὁ SHAVUGT - Gongs and SOE OR RG IBHAGARD (DINERS I 
against the Soviet system and work to britg stories, “et SHABBAT 1 : ἔ Ι 
Jews here,” he explains. “That's somehiog Fs ἢ 23] Ι Se Deere eae ee Ι 
you do best outside party politics. Le Ae I ! 

Now, he believes, the best way 12 0 “ee, snide ! 
vince the remaining Jews of the ; ¥ ΝΕ a I 1 
Soviet Union to come here is by “bol ates psa - ἱ 
more attractive Israel. And that's theJ , - Wont io I cay. Code. ID No. [ 

litical leaders. : : π΄ ose 
PrvAlmost alx years aftr this mass ali 18. BIRTHDAY PARTY ἔπι, a 
began, we have nol succeeded in ch SONGS =o —— : —— == 


national priorities,” he says. “I don’t watt 


his 
His voice trails off and he shrug? 
shoulders, He’s tired. It’s midnight, #0! 
he’s been on the move since dawa, fe 
nizing community meelings, putting 
final touches on the movement's P' 
statement, ——e up political 
from his own ranks. ; - 
“Look, I don’t want to be a politica δὲ 
1 also didn’t want to go to. prison. ye: ἔ" 
Part of the struggle for freedom, It ma 1 
what you have to do to be free. cane 
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ight} Welcomin 
Ὁ residents of 
greet visitors to their village 

with glasses of cold water. 


Below) Secret garden: 
lerbs grow in the ruins 
of an old bullding in Arrabe, 


AND BAKLAWA 


Arab villagers in Galilee are determined to grab κι ως mie af hanes in Kaan 


ne day, the 8th-centuy 
ruler E] Mahadi. i 
Caliph Abassi, was oy, 
rial His galloping 
orse brought hi 
Beduin eit saat 
“May | have some. 
thing to eat?" the caliph 


asked the Beduin. 

The Beduin served him a loaf 
und a bowl of yogurt, then took aan i 
skin and poured him a glass of wine, 

The caliph ate and drank, then asked the 
Beduin, “Do you know who I am?" 

Mies ales the Beduin. 

“lam the servant of Εἰ i 
Caliph Abassi." oe 

“May you be blessed,” said the Beduin 
pouring him a second glass of wine. 

After he finished the wine, the caliph 
asked again, “Do you know who I am?" 

“Yes,” replied the Beduin. “You are the 
av οὗ Εἰ Mahadi, the Caliph Abassi,” 

“No, I am one of the caliph's ministers" 
replied ΕἸ Mahadi. Sears 

“May you be blessed,” said the Beduin, 
pouring him a third glass of wine. 

After he finished the wine the caliph 
Π asked once again, “Do you know who! 
$2 am? 

ἕ “Yes,” replied the Beduin. “You are one 

Ξ of the ministers of El Mahadi, the Caliph 
= Abassi.” 

“No, I am the caliph himself," replied the 
tuler. 

“Enough!” exclaimed the Beduin, taking 
away the wineskin. “If 1 pour you a fourth 
glass you will say you are a messenger of 
Allah himself.” 

The caliph laughed and presented the 
Beduin with a robe and gold coins. 


Ficeialy is basic to Arab tradition. If 
a traveler comes to your hoine, you 
may only ask him who he is and what is the 
purpose of his visit after he has stayed for 
three days. 

“I truly enjoy having visitors” says Ali 
Raja Hajuj over coffee in the ornate living 
room of his home in the Galilean village of 
Kaukab, He and his wife, both teachers, 
have been running a bec-and-breakfasi for 
the past year, huving converted their entire 
second floor into rooms for guests. Theirs 


and nearby Arab villages, that are now 
. F . operating as B&Bs, 

a plece of the tou rism pie Visitors who know little about tradition- 
"al Arab village life may arrive in Kaukab 
with feelings of apprehension and curiosi- 
By Ava Carmel ty. They are surprised by the sound of the 
muezzin calling from the minarot, the spa 
cious and modern homes, and the resi- 
dents, many of whom work in Haifa and 

speak Hebrew fluently. 
) — “This is an opportunity to build a bridge 
between Jews and Arabs within Israel,’ 
says Joseph Engel, senior adviser to the 
tourism minister. He stresses that all B&B 
establishments have to operate according 

to ministry standards, 

Kaukab is one of the many Arab villages 
located in a pastoral, hilly region of west- 
em Galilee, south of Karmiel. The nearby 
Arab villages of Sakhnin, Deir Hanna and 
Arrabe acquired a bad name 20 years ag? 
after the government announced plans 
expropriate land in the area. Violent 
protests ensued, leaving five resideals 
dead, 70 residents and some 50 policemea 
and soldiers injured: more than 260 rioters 
were arrested, 

Land Day, as March 13, 1976, hes 
become known, is still commemora 
every year with strikes and demonsira- 
tions. Mohammed Ibrey, who was then 
head of the Arrabe Local Council, stresses 
"that today villagers are trying hard (0 

change their image. : a 
* Interspaced between the Arab villages: 
which cach have their own local council 

are the 29 Jewish settlements comprising - 
Ἢ the region of Misgay. Relations betwee? 
f= the two populations are generally 
“We have. our differences,” admits Erez 
Kreisler, deputy head of the Misgav 
Regiorial Council, “but we also have our 


on opehing 8 restaurant in the tent. 
. συ νον 


common interests, such as infrastructure 
ism.” 
a a established in 1960, was one of 
the first setilements to become part of 
ν. “When we came here,” = Ruth 
jdor, one of the original settlers, “we 
ae surrounded by people who didn't 
know any Hebrew, so we learned Arabic.” 
Over the years, Avidor and the olher mem- 
bers of Yodfut have developed close rela- 
tionships with their neighbors, and to this 
day they invite one another to weddings 
and other celebrations. 


» It was Avidor who came up with the 


idea of promoting tourism to the Arab 
villages. “The bed-and-breakfast concep! 
has been very successfully adopted by 
the kibbutz, so why not in the villages?” 
she asks. Two years ago, she began 
working together with friends from 
Kaukab, planning guided tours and 
arranging accommodation. 

Soon Avidor began receiving telephone 
calls from the heads of local councils of 
other villages in the region who were eager 
to join the project. 

Today there are some 50 rooms avail- 
able, with new ones being added all the 
time. And after hearing how successful 
tourism has been in Kaukab, 17 Arab vil- 
lages in Galilee have expressed an interest. 
Avidor presently promotes the project 
through the Misgay MATI (Small 
Business Development Centers) and the 
Government Tourism Association, coordi- 
nating between entrepreneurs and the 

“When I began the project,” she says, 
“I knew that the villagers were very sen- 
sitive about the way visitors dress and 
behave. Even though many of the resi- 
dents of Kaukab work in the cilies and 
are exposed to our way of life, bringing 
that way of life to Kaukab is another mat- 
ter. I was afraid that people would be 
offended if they were told not to wear 
shorts or to express affection in public. 
Quite the opposite — they have been very 
cooperative and respectful.” 

Asaf Atar of Kibbutz Hatzcrim in the 
Negev spent several days in Kaukab last 
summer with his wife, 

“I strongly believe in coexistence,” says 
Alar, “But prior to our trip τὸ Galilee, this 


belief was only theoretical. We wandered | 
freely around Kaukab and severni other ἡ" 


Arab villages. Everywhere we wont, peo- 
ple stopped to talk to us. We didn't come 
Ἰὸ visit specific tourist attractions, but to 
dtrectly experience life in an Arab village. 
We Intend to return.” «1 
Avidor notes that in addition to domestic 
‘ourism, village life has proven uppealing 
{0 foreign tourists, mainly pilgrims trom 
any, France, Holland and the US, 
come in groups on guided tours. One 
8roup of 50 young Jewish adults from San 
incisco flayed over in Deir Hanna 
Tecently during an educational tour of 
Istael. A kosher dinner was prepared for 
them by their hosts and they spent the 
evening discussing coexistence with 
‘wish and Arab youth from the region. 
Many of the villagers have relatives in 
Han,” says Avidor. “Those who visited 
recently have said that when there is 
Tormalization, Galilee will be flooded with 
ian tourists." 


τι: Major tourist event in the region is 
Pn - Music and Nature Festival, host- 
whi y the Misgav Regional Council, 
ich takes place every year during 
De ἢ. For the past Pyo years, Kaukab, 
Hanna, Arrabe ‘and Sakhnin have 


~laken an active part ig. the festival, with 


Suided tours, concerts and crafts exhibi- 
in each village. . 


si ation to the B&Bs, villagers are _ 


Ng more-interest dn establishing per- 
Feuent tourist attractions. During the fes- 


Hy Omar Ayadi of Arrabe set up a tent 


: Ὧν Spring, on ἃ hillside with a panoramic 


Of his village and the surroundi 
t ; ing 
ΠΣ ΤΟΝ and offered refreshments. 
‘of -visitors passed through and 


ma Avadi dreams of restoring the spring 


fe tae 8 ee he ee ee 


Mohammed Ibrey, who headed the Arrabe Local Council In 1976, 


says that villagers are now trying to change thelr Image. 


Al a recent mecting of residents of 
Arrabe involved in tourism, Engel told 
the villagers, “If you arc intercsted 
enough to invest your own money in a 
project, then the Toursim Ministry will 
find the funding for infrastructure, train- 
ing and marketing. But first the entrepre- 
neurs have to do their part.” 3 

The ministry has already proved Its will- 
ingness to help establish tourism in the 
afea. At this year’s festival, visitors were 
treated to performances of the debke (tra- 


ditional dance), and an exhibition of tradi- 


tional crafts, produced by village women 


ee 


‘huge, gnarled gum arabic tree,’ .- 


Raya, the-ctratdr, (06) 742515:, 


‘18ih century. 


to rain...” 


affairs and ‘absorption. The seulptiires. 
Kaukab. oe ie 


SITES-TO:SEE | 


2For the tourist to Western Galilee, these are already a number of attractions 
that are worth a visit. The tomb of Hanina Ben-Dosa, 


‘compiled the Mishna, is located [π΄ αὶ walled courtyard 


The Museum of Palestinian Folk Heritage fh Sakhnin comprises over 1,500 


artifacts which detail tradifional life ini an. Arab village: For, details. call Amin Abu...” 


‘The rulns-of Dahr el Omir fortress sit'on the siiramit of a hill in Deir Hanna; 
‘The grand fortress was built-by'the Beduin chieftain wh 


The tomb of Abu el-Heja, after whom this 


named, has become a place Οὗ pilgrimage: [ Alert 
‘During dry-winters,.a procession of villagers walks‘ ftom the tomb ofa local: 
religious leader along a ridge ‘of lillls to the 
local folklore; by the time the processiga το 


"During @ week in May, 1 iptors ἀξαϊξὰ works’ f ht oit the 
πων ἐ and coeriseans pate pre Sere Crate a even : 
unci! ai ({ . 5 ural i! rel 
Council, Belt Hagen oe aces aie uated δὴ Κη above the village of 


A guidebook for tourisis (In English) is available ftom the Western Galilee 
πρὶ a pascurioa tal (04) 981-7419. For. bed-and-breakfast information and: 
reservations call (04) 990-1555 or (04) 989-0708. wa 
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attending a ministry-sponsored course. 

Last year, 80 Jews, Arabs and Druse 
studied management, marketing and 
development of tourism at the Western 
Galilee College, north of Acre. 

Engel has offered other suggestions for 
making the area more altractive to tourists, 
Although villages like Kaukab are pic- 
turesque, Engel feels “there isn't enough 
history to be seen. Most of the old homes 


‘have been (orn down and new homes built 


in their place, Even the few remaining old 
homes have been sprayed with stucco and 
no longer look authentic.” 


oné of the rabbis who, 
‘Arrabe, shrouded bya =” 


nquered Galiles i 


‘illage of 
r-Infertilé women and the infirn 


ink of Abu ¢l-Heja. 
it Will 


A According te 
es his (amb, it Will have bes 


Villages should be prepured to return to 
their roots, he suggests, by restoring the 
heart of their village and reinstating tradi- 
tional crafts. Then, he believes, they will 
be offering tourists something they can’t 
get anywhere else. 

For Dr. Shukry Arraf, historian and geo- 
grapher, “Galilee is a mosaic of peoptes 
and religions. There arc Jews, Druse, 
Sunni and Shi'ite Moslems, as well as 
Christians, Greek Orthodox, Greek 
Catholics and Protestants.” 

He notes that most modern Arab villages 
are built on the ruins of older settlements 
and, as such, are an integral part of our 
national heritage. “There are olive presses, 
flour mills, ancient churches and mosques 
which could be restored and developed as 
tourist altractions,” he says, 

To itlustrate his point, Arraf, 64, shows 
a visitor around a traditional squarc, stone 
house in the village of Mi’ilya, west of 
Ma'alot. “Homes were built in this man- 
ner until the early 1920s, when the import 
of cement began,” he explains. “The win- 
dow above the main doorway is for 
defensive purposes,” he conlinues. “If 
someone tried to break in through the 
door, the residents would throw things 
down on him.” 

A pot with a plant in it was placed at the 
end of cach step, so children wouldn't fall. 
The nooks in the wall under the stairs were. 
for raising doves {which provided] fresh 
meat, he adds. “The doorway is as high as 
a camel and the width of a donkey with 
packs. The animals had to be kept inside at 
night, so they wouldn’t be stolen.” 

The family room, with a fireplace in 
one corner, was the woman's domain, 
where she baked pita and did her cooking. 
“Here the children played while the 
women worked,” says Artraf. “The 
alcoves tn the wall are for storage of basic 
foodstuffs such as olives, salt and olive 
oil. In winter the entire family would 
gather around the fire, This is where folk- 
lore was born — around the fireplace on 
long, winter nights.” 


iB ne resident of Kaukab has already 
< established himself as a tourism 


entrepreneur. A year ago, Yusuf Mansur, 
a building contractor from Kaukab, set up 
a huge tent on the outskirts of the village 
and opened a restaurant called Al Madafa. 
Tn addition to the usual Middle Eastern 
fare such as grilled meat, humous and 
various salads and pickles, his specialties 
include home-cooked dishes his mother 
used to make, including cooked wild 
greens such ns hubeza (mallow) and olcsh 
(chicory). 

The restaurant gives Mansur the chance 
to talk to people he would never normal- 
ly meet. “I enjoy these frank discussions,” 
he says. “People want to know the truth 
about our way of life, how we feel about 
coexistence, and how we sec the Jews.” 

But not all the inhabitants of Kaukab are 
pleased with the idea of tourism, Last 
month, one villager who appeared on a 
Channel 2 news bulletin expressed a fear 
held by many. “It is our tradition to be hos- 
pitable to visitors,” he said. “But when you 
tum this into'a business, to be done for 
profit, it is wrong.” ' 

Ahmed Haj, head of the Kaukab Local 
Council understands that, because hospi- 
Aality is such an integral past of Arab tradi- 
tion, it is hard for some people to get used 

‘to the idea of taking money for it. “Those 
who operate the B&Bs are from the 
younger generation,” he says. “They 

_ understand that tourism is a viable alterna- 
tive to agriculture, or to commuting to 
Haifa, and they want to aro their living 
Ffom itt mee 

.. He considers the ptesent surge of interest 

-:in'Kaukab and the other villages an oppor- 


ες tunity hot to be missed. “After 48 years of 


living together, many Jews are still afraid 
of Arabs. We have to open our villages so 
they can get tc know us. This is the Year of 
Peace Tourism, and while Israe] is making 
peace with the Palestinians and with - 
Jordan, this is a fine occasion 10 make 


Ὁ Internal peace.” : 
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¢ has sven thousands of 
people afflicted in wars, 
earthquakes, epidemics 
and explosions — crying 
orphans, headicss bod- 
ies and walking skele- 
tons. Children have died 
in his arms. But Dr. 
Jakov Adler says scenes of massive death 
and discase have never given him night- 
mares, even in the midst of n catastrophe. 

I isn’t that he's insensitive. In fact, as 
director of the emergency medicine 
department of Shaare Zedek Hospital for 
two decades, Adler is known here and 
abroad as a very nice guy, in addition to 
being a first-class professional, 

“It’s often very difficult at the disaster, 
but I'm able to switch off and detach 
myself. If not, 1 wouldn't be able to work 
effectively,” explains Adler, who is going 
on early retirement from the Jerusalem 

ital to become deputy medical direc- 
tor of the UN's peacekeeping forces. 

Not everyone, however, reacts in the 
same way. He has been on emergency 
missions around the world, and some tes- 
cuers -- even doctors and nurses used to 
blood and suffering — have become hyster- 
ical, hyperactive or depressed. “We talk to 
them, and may give them medication. You 
can't know in advance when someone will 
lose control. Sometimes we have to send 
them home.” 

‘The 63-year-old doctor volunteers a per- 
sonal explanation for his own “immunity” 
fo such behavior. “I was born in 
Czechoslovakia, and when 1 was a child, 
my family and 1 hid for five years from the 
Nazis in Norway and then in Sweden. We 
saw many tragedies,” he says, without elab- 
orating. His immediate family survived the 
Holocaust, but relatives perished. 

When he takes up his new job at UN 
headquarters in New York this week, he 
will serve as depuly to Dr. Andre Deckner, 
a German physician. 

Adler immigrated here by himself at the 
age of 17; the rest of his family soon fo!- 
lowed, and they lived in Ramatayim (now 
Hod Hasharon). His father, a lung special- 
ist, worked in a nearby hospital that treat- 
ed cholera victims, and Inter became 
director of a Ra'ananu hospital known 
today as Beit Loewinstein. 

Young Jakov went into the army and 
served in the artillery corps, Following in 
his father's footsteps, he enrolled al the 
Hebrew University-Hudassah medical 
School, graduating in 1960. He went to 
Soroka Hospitat in Beersheba to specialize 
in orthopedic surgery and also served in 
the standing army as u doctor. 


on day in 1968, when Adler was in 
Whe middle of performing an opera- 
“on at Soroka, the IDF's chief medical 
Officer called him and asked if he would 
& rescue mission to Sicily, which hed 
been hit by a disastrous earthquake that 
Killed thousands. Another surgeon took 
Over, and he was off for Siclly two hours 
later. It was the first of many experlences 
in coping with a mass medical 


Tn the late °70s, for example, Adler was 
Sent to treat Kampucheon refugees at @ 
camp on the Thai border. He headed an 
a i volunteer medica! team and direct- 
Fact 120-bed hospital they established in a 

boo hut, They saved lives, but it was a 
drop in the bucket for the desperate half-a- 
million refugees in the area. 
1982. the: Lebanon War broke out in 
Mi; Adler. was sent by the Health 
h ΡΝ to organize and operate public 

th services for residents of southern 


non. During that war, a UPI photo-- ~~ 


Staph of an “armies baby gir]” injured in 


were “indiscriminate bombing” ‘ of 


τὸν Βείγιι was published worldwide. 
ent Ronald Reagan told reporters 
we 8 copy of the photograph on his 
in τ remind him of civilian suffering 
The Hoan M 
- inisiry sent Adler to check 
the vernelty of the claims, ὃ). 


Sa 


the emergency room. ‘I'm able 


DISA 


Dr. Jakov Adler has to remain as calm at disaster scenes as he does In 


EPR 


is 
αὐ 


ee 


to switch off and detach myself.’ 


STER 


MENTALITY 


Dr. Jakov Adler has seen it all 
as a leading figure in this country’s 
emergency medical care, 
and he’s going to see more 


as he takes up 


He located the child - a boy, nota girl. 
His arms had not been amputated, but his 
broken left arm was in a cast. Otherwise, 
he was healthy, and bums on his face 
were almost healed. The baby was 
released from the Beirut hospital five 
days after his picture made front pages 
around the world. 


a lofty UN post. 


By Judy Siegel-Itzkovich 


Tn 1984, Adler flew to Ethiopia with 
peace promoter Abie Nathan to organize 
medical services in a refugee camp In the 
area. Five years later, he was dispatched ta 
Romania after the overthrow of the govern- 
ment, to bring in urgently needed medical 
equipment. Six months ago, he helped treat 
Rwandan refugees in a camp in Zalre. © 


a 


He planned to continue until retirement 
age al Shaare Zedek, from which he took 
a two-year leave of absence in the early 
‘90s to serve as director-general of 
Magen Duvid Adom. (He was asked to 
leave by then-headth minister Haim 
Ramon, who preferred to have an cco- 
nomic expert rather than a physician to 
run the financially troubled organiza- 
tion.) But the Foreign Ministry asked 
Adler to apply for the UN position as 
Israel's candidate among 16 physicians 
from around the world. 

He consulted with his wife Malka, and 
with their five daughters, aged 21 to 34, “I 
didn’t even know who the other candi- 
dates were, and wasn’t thrilled with the 
idea of leaving the country. But then I was 
told I had been chosen, and I agrecd.” 

The posilion is a new one, as Deckner 
realized he needed assistance in his job of 
keeping 100,000 UN troops around the 
world fit and healthy. Officially, the job 
entails a year at the UN, but it is likely to 
be extended to two years. He looks for- 
ward to the UN post as a “new challenge” 
that will require him to fly to the places 
where UN peacekeeping forces are sta- 
tioned. These blighted arcas are not on any 
tourist map: Somalia, Angola, Bosnia and 
Haiti, for example. 


dler shuddered, with other newspaper 

readers, at the recent published photo- 
graph of a Canadian in UN uniform 
chained by Serbs to a pole in Bosnia to 
deter bombings by those opposed to 
Serbian tule, As deputy medical officer, 
Adler will be among those responsible for 
that soldier’s wellbeing, 

Dozens of countries send troops to serve 
in UN peacekeeping forces, including 
Pakistan, France, the US, Britain and 
Jordan. Israel has never been among them 
~ except for the police contingent that was 
dispatched to Haiti last year at the spccial 
request of President Clinton. “It's very 
difficult for Israe] to send (roops to an area 
where it has no involvement. But other 
countrics do send soldicrs, and they go for 
idealistic reasons, or because they are pro- 
fessional soldiers who want to be where 
the action Is.” 

Countries that send contingents of sol- 
diers are directly responsible for medical 
services for their troops. They send med- 
ical equipment and mobile hospitals if 
necessary. But the UN is responsible for 
coordination, supervision and standard- 
ization of (rcalments, as well as evacua- 
tion to other areas when needed. Adler 
speaks six or seven languages, including 
German, so he doesn't think communi- 
cating with his boss or other UN person- 
ne] will be a problem. 

Although Israelis typically dismiss the 
UN, Adier thinks the organization has a 
definite role in the world community. “Its 
image suffered due io the events in former 
Yugoslavia and other countries. But it 
isn’t the fault of the UN forces them- 
selves; it’s because of political problems.” 

Adler was supposed to have left in 
January, but he asked for a deferment so 
he could put the finishing touches on the 
Ninth World Congress for Disaster and 
Bmergency Medicine, which he had been 
organizing for nearly two years and which 
was held in Jerusalem at the end of May. 


- Some 300 experts from around the world 


a(tended thé event, and most of them were 
bused to four Jerusalem hospitals to sce 
how the security, emergency and medical 
forces in the capital coped with a mass- 
catastrophe drill modeled after the 
Oklahoma bomb disaster. 

Adler says he had asked the authorities 
to hold the drill when the congress was to 
be held, and they acquiesced. According 
to the scenario, a large “apartment build- 
ing” in the Malha quarter “collapsed,” 


causing hundreds of “casualties” and 60 — 


“dead,” 

Planned in advance, and without a drop 
of blood spilt, it is the kind of “disaster” 
that Adler would prefer to deal with, but 
which never occurs in real life. | | 
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FASHIONABLE FUSS 


The government 
is counting ona 
fashion extravaganza 

to dress up the 
country’s image. 


By Allison Kaplan Sommer 


ideon Oberson peers 
through the frames of 
his trendy designer 
glasses, examining a 
pair of while patent 
leather shoes with skin- 
ny high heels. The 
᾿ shoes, offered by his 
assistant, were acquired to be worn along 
with a floor-length blue-and-white-striped 
Oberson creation studded with mother-of- 
pearl. The dress will be his contribution to 
the “Fashion World's Salute to Peace," the 
much-anticipated and much-hyped extrav- 
aganza set τὸ take place Saturday evening, 
“No,” Oberson says as he shakes his 
head, “No good, Those skinny heels don’t 
laok comfortable enough. Can't we find 
any platform shoes?” 
_ His assistant looks doubtful. “Platforms, 
in white? I don't know if they make them.” 
"Well, give it a try," Oberson says witha 
si 


“Originally, the model Michacla Bercu 
was supposed to model this dress for.the 
show, and she’s a very tall girl,” he. 
explains. “J don't know what happened, 
but she is not able to show up for the event, 
and i ani not going to alter the dress, so I’m 
locking for platform shoes to make the 
new mode! taller.” 

_ Oberson’s quest for the proper footwear 
is just one of the thousands of last-minute 
details that have to be attended to in the 
days Preceding tomorrow night's big 
event. His creation will join dresses by 
more than 60 designers, including top 
names like Chanel, Yvés St. Laurent, 
ἘΜῸΝ pes, pene Cardin, Calvin Klein, 
nna Karan, Oscar de la 
Giorgio Armani. é one = 
Oberson is joined by other Israeli design- 
ers, and designers from Egypt, Turkey, 
Jordan. and Morocco, among other Moslem 
countries, Just days before the event, the - 
organizers found a Palestinian model and.q 
Palestinian designer to participate, Each 
designer was asked ‘to contribute a dress 
that they beliove best symbolizes peace. 
"The blue-and-white stripes ate my 
patriotic touch,” Oberson says, locking at 
the dress. with satisfaction: “Simplicity; | 
and the colors of my flag.” ; 

For the opening presentation of the 


δ] 


en it comes τὸ premeting tourism to 
ey are certainly a far ery from the 
μήν places and archeological sites that are 
usually touted as Israel's allractions. But 
they are also a fong wuy from conflict and 
the disturhing television images potential 
jurists conjure up when they think of 
as Tourism Ministry wanted lo get 
across a simple message: Israel is safe and 
fun. So, the thinking went, what beter way 
to counter images of soldiers, stone-throw- 
ers, funerals and interethnic strife pan by 

ing gorgeous women weuring designer 
pr ds stroll down a catwalk on the stage 
of the Caesarea Amphitheater with the 
Mediterranean Sea in the buckground? 

“We want to get the message out that 
Israel is a land that is not only holy and 
historic, but is also international, peaceful, 
fun and where tourists can do the same 
things they can do traveling to any coun- 
iy.” says Gila Mintkevich, managing 
director of the Association for Promoting 
Tourism in Israel, an agency of the 
Tourism Ministry. 

“We need to move the image away from 
security problems, and we think this event 
has all of the right elements. It’s not just a 
fashion show, it's a designers’ happening. 
This is going to generate the kind of pub- 
licity that is utterly different from promo- 
tional videos about the Dead Sea and Eilat. 
h's going to be covered by everyone — 
from CNN to Japanese television to MTV 
- and it will generate awarencss in the 
world that exciting and modern things are 
happening in Israel.” 


Avot! concepl; but to turn it into 
lity, the event has become one of 
the most complicated productions to be 
mounted here. More than 3,000 people are 
expected to attend the event, which will be 
broadcast live on Channel 2. Backstage at 
Caesarea there will be no fewer than 400 
people, including TY crews, the models 
and their production, hair design and 
makeup staffs. 

Mintkevich was overwhelmed last week 
with details: negotiating the details of 
Plane tickets for models, setting up the 
stage, the production itself, people jockey- 
ing for tickets, and even the songs that per- 
formers Rita and Achinoam Nini are to 
sing at the “Salute.” 

“We're not really sleeping in this 
office,” she said a week before the show. 
“About 30 separate problems are coming 
up every day. If it's not the contracts with 
Sponsors of the event, then it's the media 
coverage or finding schoolchildren who 
are going to be part of it.” 

Who's paying for all this? As Mintkevich 
explains it, the association raises money 
from various businesses associated with 
tourism for specific projects. She refuses to 
comment on the total cost of the “Salute,” 
but says that for every government shekel 
Spent on the event, four are being raised 
Privately, Some of the services -- plane 
lickets and hotel rooms, for example -.are 
being provided free of charge in exchange 
for ae Even the insurance on the 
expensive designer outfits being flown in 
was donated. 


In Ramat Gan, across the Ayalon 
Highway, -- Michal Even-Zahav οὗ 
GitaryBBDO, the public relations agency 
handling the event, says she is equally 
swamped. Called to the reception desk for 
‘package that had arrived from Japan, she 


PEACE IS, LIKE, 
AWESOME 


h, supermodels! The original vision of the 

fashion world “Salute to Peace” would be 
τὸ bring the cream of the crop, or at least one of 
them, to Isracl, to star in the big show: Cindy 
Crawford, Linda Evangelista, Christy 
Turlington, Naomi Camphell, Claudia Schiffer, 
Kate Moss -- ony one of these sleek 
millionairesses would have done. The seasoning 
was: where the supemtodels go, so go the 
cameras and the international publicity. 

Just imagine: Crawford flashing her famous 
smile on top of Masada, or Teutonic goddess 
Schiffer visiting the Western Wall with her 
Jewish fiance, magician David Copperfield. 

The unenviable task of recruiting the famous 
faces went to Betty Rockaway, the chief of the 
local modeling agency, Image. Although 
Rockaway's record in setting [sraeli models on 
the road to success in Paris and Milan is 
impeccable, her efforts to bring madels in the 
other direction weren't. 

No wonder. In a business where Evangclista 
once said she wouldn’t get out of bed for less 
than $10,000, these sought-after, well-paid 
women were being asked to donate their services 
for a VIP tour of Israel and the knowledge they 
. Were serving the cause of world peace. 
“Unfortunately, when it comes to supermodels, 
they don"t have peace on the brain, they have 
money on thé brain,” Rockaway says with a sigh. 
She.reports that she came very closeinafew' . 
_ cases: a few of the stats told her that they would 

show up if nothing better came along, However, 
. jobs that pay half a million dollars or offers to 

* ‘model for the cover of Vogue did happen to 
οὐ @ome their way... co : 

. But Rockaway says she is very pleased with 
οὐ two of her major acquisitions. τὰ ae 

Both are younger models on the rise, qapiring to” 
“be tametrow's Claudias and Cindys; who agreed 


ΤῊΣ , 


]-year-old, who-was bom in New . 
up in Oklahoma and now livegin 
ΒΒ this covers of magazines _ 
He and. Vogue. . - 

;frain a photo . - 

! sald that. she was 

id (6 participate in 
ssomething.. - 


Wes surprised to find a delicate pair of sil- 

ver slippers inside. One of the Japanese 

his Igners had forgotten to include it with 
Oulfit and had shipped it separately. 


ες “Safute,” he has crented while gowns wi 
᾿ Stars of David on the front that six of ihe : 
models will Wear. “Usually, I don't do this 
_ kind: of theatrical stuff, but-for. such an 
event, I thought I had to do something out. 
of the ordinary.” es ‘ 
"The gala event, which will-be-a must- 

; attend for local socialites and-the diplo- - 
. Matis corps, is being mourited.to promote - 
‘international travel to: Istael during what 
has been proclalmed-by'the goverriment as. 
Ὁ Year of Peace Tourism.’ *  -: ἜΣ 
Designer clothes would ¢ertalnly noi be ~ 
=i.ctho:firsL-tools that.waultd spring to. mind’ Valentino 
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: ing the notorious egos of the fashion 
world has been as difficult as putting 
ppt Perfectly matching outfits. First 
of foremost, there was the tricky question 
Which Israeli designers to include in the 
eee the list was released, there 
thai Considerable grumbling at the choices, 

ἐν ΠΟ and exciting young designers 
pete neglected in favor of veterans who 
- connections with members of the 


tea ghee 


F« the organizers of the event, navigat- 
World 


Spells. ‘peace’ to size, 
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slevring commitiee, 

“It was quite ἢ problem,” says Oberson, 
who sat on Unat committee, “because from 
the beginning it was determined all of the 
outfits should be evening dresses. The for- 
ign designers insisted on this. They didn’t 
want to send over sportswear or 
swimweur, only evening wear. In [586], as 
you know, we are not very strong in this 
department. 

“The choices were difficult; we have a lot 
of designers. We were looking at people 
who had worked for a longer period ... pea- 
ple who were in the industry for many years 
and have # proven track record, because we 
weren't allowed to tuke out any garment if 
the designer wanted to show it. 

“So, finally, we had the group of 10 
designers who had been chosen. Of coutse, 
there are fights, other designers are not 
happy about it. But I'm sorry. There are 
some very good designers around working 
in trade and in ready-to-wear, but in evening, 
wear, I think we have chosen the best.” 

Then there was the pressure to get some 
of the big designer names to do what the 
event was supposed to encourage: travel to 
Israel. Although it was a long trip for a 
charity event, it was hoped that at least one 
top-drawer designer would nccompany his 
or her creation to the Holy Land. 

Until the beginning of the month, there 
were hopes that Giorgio Armani would 
grace the country with his presence. Early 
publicity expressed the hope that half of 
the designers would come. But there was 
no sich luck. Only a handful of designers 
will be coming, none of them household 
names. Now, Even-Zahav claims [t docsn’t 
matter, and downplays the eatlier efforts to 
altract them, 

“What is important is that they sent the 
clothes,” she says. 

She docs admil that major efforts were 
made to bring over at Ieast one of the 
world's supermodels, an achievement 
which would have guaranteed increased 
international publicity, 

“Of course we would have liked Cindy 
Crawford to come, but her schedule 
wouldn’! tel her. But no matter, we do 


have. two foreign world-class mode)s com- 
ing that we are very satisfied with.” Her 
calches are Chrystele and Brandi, 

For Even-Zahav, 35, creating this event 
has been an utterly different experience 
from past work putting together meetings 
of the Israel Business Forum. “We're talk- 
ing about negotiating between two utterly 
different worlds: a government minisiry 
and the fashion industry. How challenging 
can you gel?” 


berson's swimwear and clothing 

designs are already a common sight in 
Stores worldwide. But for younger Isracli 
designers, the “Salute” will be a rate 
opportunity to show at least one of their 
creations before the cameras of the world. 
One of them is Eliana Stellero, who has an 
elegant boutique on Tel Aviv’s Ben- 
Yehuda Street. The 31-year-old designer 
moved here 13 years ago from France and 
graduated from Shenkar College of 
Fashion and Textile Technology. Aside 
from the occasional tourist, her clients are 
all Israclis. 

“L was surprised when they requested that 
1 make a dress for the ‘Salute,’ " she said. 
“Everyone was talking about the show, so I 
was really pleased when I was asked.” 

Stellero is tuking the peace theme literal- 
ly. She is creating her dress from a delicate 
piece of netting with white satiny ribbons 
woven through it. On the back will float 
white balloons with mini-figurine doves 
perched on them. 

“I call the dress, “The Clouds of Peace,’ ἢ 
she says. She estimates that creating the 
dress took between 300 to 400 hours. 

Much of the logisticat complexity of the 
event is due to the fact that the “Salute to 
Peace” will be broadcast live. Hence, there 
is a conflict between the dramatic and ele- 
gant event the fashion world wants and the 
faster-paced, more exciting enterlainment 
show that Keshet, the company broadcast- 
ing it on Channel 2, is pushing for. 

“It's complicated because we want to do 
something very beautiful and very differ- 
ent,” says Oberson. “And what's good for 
TV is not always good for the audience.” 


‘There's another problem: commercials. 
“Live broadcasts are particularly bad for 
the audience because during the 
commercials they just sit there,” 
Oberson adds, “But today we are 
in the world of media and 
there's nothing you can do 
about it.” : 

But even with television -- 
and even without Cindy 
Crawford or Giorgio Armani - 
Oberson and the others 1 
behind the event are con- 
vinced it will be a success. 

“Fashion is very in fash- 
ion,” he says. “Tt’s all over 
television today. I mean, 
really, who doesn’t 7 
like fo see beautiful “3 
young girls in the 
latest vA 


/ “Whatever 
brings people to 
f διδοῖ, that shows 
off the country and 
puts us on any map - 
whether it’s music, it’s sports, 
or it’s fashion — that’s what's 
important. We are not showing off 
Israeli fashion to the world as much as we 
are showing off the country. ! think it was 
a great idea,” 


(Right) Doves are a poner motif 
among ‘Salute’ designers. 
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(Right) The gravestone of Joseph 
Hoffman, 4 veteran of the 
Spanish-American war. 


(Below) Ken Poch: 
‘I'm proud of who these people are. 


ROLL GALL 


Jewish-American soldiers have died 
i for their flag since the Civil War, 
but one man is now determined 

they should not be forgotten. _ 
. By Hillel Kuttler 


hen Ken Poch 
moved to Wash- 
ington in 1992, he 
pleked up a book 
on Jewish Civil 
War veterans 
buried throughout 
the country. 

It told him that five Jewish men rested in 
* Arlington National Cemetery, just across 
i the river from the nation’s capital. Poch 


oa ως af ae Ὑ } * visited the graves, placed a stone alop each 
Ὁ ; τ 
τὰν Bk 34 eines Σ 


and said kaddish. 


“T’m not a religious person, but I did it 
because I might have been the only person 
to ever visit the graves,” he said of the war 
that ended 130 years ago last month. 
“Don’t forget, a trip even from New Jersey 
in the 1860s — you're talking about a two- 
day [journey].” 
‘What began as an interest became an 
obsession. Poch, now 53, has since spent 
nearly every weekend and vacation docu- 
menting the Jewish population -of the 
nation’s best-known military burial ground. 
He has now compiled 1,954 names of 
those known to be Jewish, everyone from 
Jerome Aaron to Lester Zussman. (och 
does not include in his list Spouses who 
Weré not themselves in the military.) The 
task is challenging. The cemetery’s 
‘records office does not list the dead by reli- 
‘gion and Its records are not computerized. 
nd only since World War I have soldiers 
- been permitted to have a religious symbol 
ch ΔΒ ἃ cross or a Star of David adom 
‘their headstoriés, . ° 
So when‘he encounters a new Star of 
David, Poch harvests another name for the 
Ust. Stilt, even after Wotld War I, soldiers 
didn’t’ always declare their religion on 
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enlisiment forms, fe 

“Tf he didn’t practice [Judaism] or didn’t 
want somebody to know, I'm not going to 
force him,” he says. ἢ 

Poch, who has systematically criss- 
crossed the 225,000 grave sites on 612 
acres of rolling, grassy hills, says his goal 
is to write a book on the cemetery’s Jewish 
tesidents — be they combat casualties or 
veterans or peacetime soldiers who lived 
out their post-uniform years. 

He hopes relatives of soldiers who hear 
of his efforts will provide him with names, 
Stories and personal data of fellow Jews. 

"Thess are people who should be recog: 


.nized,” says Poch, who works as a confet- 


ence organizer. “I am crusading. I'm proud 
of who these people are. I’m proud to be an 
American and I’m proud that they are 
Americans.” 


ἢ 8 beautiful Sunday morning recenlly, 
oun is on his bere rounds. A cand 
era hangs from one shoulder, and he clutel 
es his master list and a folder. He will pho 
tograph any stone with a Star of David ἐς 
Jewish-sounding name and check it aga 
the cemetery’s records later. ‘ 1 

Poch, a squat, muscular man wilh 8 any 
beard is leading a reporter through = 
Civil War section — the. original ἰὼ 
ground established on Gen, Rober 
Lee's former estate. 

‘The headstones in this section arc berefiof 
all but the most basic information. be 
Jewish ones, like the others, have just an hs μὴ 
line of a shield framing the name and pene 
death, and occasionally the rank and ὦ ἫΝ 
state: Lewis Grossman, Pennsylvania: ef 
11, 1864; Henry Rich, Michigan: July [δὰ 
1864; Frank Mayer, New Jersey: Septem! 
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10, 1864; Edward Simpson: a private in 
Battery H of the Ist West Virginia Light 
Antillery, who survived the war but died at 
just 28 years of age in 1875, 

Simpson and his wife share a more mod- 
rn stone than the others -- Josephine sur- 
vived him by 66 years — und Puch is eager 
ta know more. He inlends to nat only list 
information on the Jewish dead in his 
book, but also to include short biographies 
of about 100 of them. 

Maybe Simpson will be one. “I'd have to 
go back to West Virginia newspapers of 
1875 and see if there are obituaries,” he 
says. “That's why my work is far from 
done. 1 still want to document it.” 

Poch strides purposefully up each incline 
in the field, all the time spewing stories 
and anecdotes. He served two years slale- 
side in non-active duty in the carly 1960s — 
“The only thing I fought was how to get 


antisemite in Brooklyn to Rabbi 
i 
Korn, a reserve Navy rear dint τα 
Chaplains Corps, who is buried here. 
rls ye claimed that “everyone (even 
6 Jews) knows that the Jew ἃ 
and a chronic liar.” ii 
Poch fumes. “11 take you 
[buried] gentleman ~ this % ia ΡΝ a: 
‘coward’ — Jerome J. Londin. In the ἡ : 
gles of the Philippines, he went in fit ah 
and talked armed Japanese into Surrender. 


IDDEN ARMY: The Untold 
Healer Japan’s Military Forces 
Tetsuo Maeda. Chicago, Edition 
q Inc. 330 pp. $24.95. 


aa By Dennis Eisenberg 
“The second time he went in, he 

brought out 49 armed Japanese soldiers 
He learned Japanese at Michigan State 
University, came back to this COUR 
[after the war], worked for the 
Enforcement Agency, was an undercover 
agent and busted one of the biggest drug 
Tings up to that time.” 


hen a small group of Japanese 
parliamentary representatives 
visited Israel recently, the 
event passed virtually unno- 
tied. The purpose of their trip was to 
inspect the Golan, from where they peered 


out of KP [kitchen duty} -- yet drops mil- 


ilary jargon like a career officer. 


Pach feels at home in this most unlikely 
of places. “I don’t find it morbid at all. I 
find it very comforting. There’s a tranquil- 
lity about the place. It's quiet, it’s out- 


doors, you can breathe clean air.” 


He has seen the unexpected in his two 
years traversing Arlington. Like the grave 
with a zucchini plant sprouting from the 
center. And the stones of two Native 
Anicricans killed during the Korean War, 
with tcpee emblems instead of religious 


designations. 


Or the gravestone with the name James 


F. McNally that had a Sar of David on it. 

Poch takes his job seriously and calls 
himself the cemctery’s “Jewish ombuds- 
man.” He seems to breathe life into the 
deceased just like Edgar Lee Masters did 
in Spoon River Anthology. 

“A person isn’t truly dead until they're 
forgotten,” he states when asked why rela- 
lives of servicemen contact him. “When 
the deeds that you've done in life are 
remembered, your memory will live forev- 
er. Thai's what these people want and 
that’s what I want, too.” 

Ala circular burial ground for 
Confederate war dead, Pach heads to a tow- 
cring bronze sculpture designed in 1903 by 
Moses Bzekiel of Richmond, Virginia, 

As if speaking of his own cousin, Poch 
will tell you that Ezekicl’s parents Immi- 
grated from Holland and that he is the only 
Jewish soldier from the Confederacy 
known to be buried at Arlington. And that 
Ezekiel lived from 1844 to 1917, studied 

art in Europe and was knighted by the 
King of Italy and the Kaiser of Germany. 


Pp jumps ahead to World War II. He 
Attended a SOth anniversary memorial 
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ceremony here in January for the 240 vic- 
tims of the USS Shark, a Coast Guard 
ammunition ship that blew up in 
Guadalcanal. A man from Chicago told 
him about his brother, Melvin Haskell, 
who was aboard the ship. Both were immi- 
grants from Czechoslovakia. 

Another story from that war: Robert 
Cohen of Pennsylvania, 22, one of 140 
POWs the Germans captured in the Battle 
of the Bulge, was executed in cold blood in 
Malmedy, Belgium. 

Cohen's brother read an article about 
Poch and telephoned him. 

_“He said [Robert] didn’t have much of a 
life," Poch recalls, “He started crying. He 
sald, ‘Excuse me.’ I sald, “There's no rea- 
son to ask for forgiveness for crying over 
your brother, I don’t care if it's 100 years 
[later]. ” 

Poch mentions a 1962 letter sent by an 


LION. OF 


δεν ΤΕ 


ΓΝ ἜΝ oe He Ἰλ ἃ ἐν ἢ 
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Some of the dead have connections ip 
pre-state Israel. 

In the nurses and medics section lie five 
Jews, none of whom was killed in batile. 
Four are women. 

Rae Diana Landy, a lieutenant colonel j 
the Nurses Corps in both world wars, τὰ 
one. She was raised in an Orthodox home 
in Cleveland and went to Jerusalem in 
1913 to work in a settlement house that 
was to become Hadassah Hospital. 

“For a woman of that period to do those 
things was unheard of,” Poch says. “Bul 
she was a free spirit, had her own agenda,” 

Perhaps the best known in Arlington 
with Israeli connections — though not a Jew 
= is Orde Wingate, a major general in the 
British army who taught the Yishuv defen- 
sive strategy. 

“Not too many people in Israel know that 
Orde Wingate is buried here,” Poch says. 
“Basically, he was in an American plane 
that went down in Burma [in 1944].” 

Why is Wingate buried in ihe US? 
Because the body parts pulled from the 
wreckage were not identifiable, so 
Wingate and the other eight victims lie ina 
common grave. 

That is also the reason why Judith 
Resnik -- a mission contro! specialist on 
the Challenger spaceship when it explod- 
ed in 1986 — is buried in Arlington. She 
was noi in the military, bul the ship’s 
pilots were. 

The cemetery is not lacking for other 
celebrities. Presidents John F. Kennedy 
and William Howard Taft are buried here; 
80 are boxer Joc Louis; actor Lee Marvin; 
World War I hero and movie actor Audie 
Murphy; and Supreme Court associate jus- 
tices Oliver Wendell Holmes and Earl 
Warren, 

There are Jewish VIPs too, like Adm. 
Hyman Rickover (the father of the nuclear 
navy) and associate justice Arthur 
Goldberg, 

But Poch is as attuned to the details of 
the average “Jos” like Benny Appelfield of 
Maryland, whose stone notes that he was ἃ 
field wagoner in both world wars. 

“A wagoner?” Poch asks incredulously. 
“What kind of a job is that for a Jewish 
boy?” : 

We leave Wingate’s grave and Poch sug 
gests: “Let’s go talk lo the rabbis. Maybe 
you'll get a piece of halla!” And so off we 
go to view the graves of the only [wo rab- 
ry bis entombed in Arlington: Korn, 

: ὟΝ tat Navy captain Joshua L. Goldberg, who 
died just six months ago at age 99. 

On the way, I spot a Jewish name with- 
out the tell-tale star: Harry Bernstein of 
Company B, 2nd Virginia Infantry during 
the Spanish-American War. The sale 
does not appear on Poch’s list. Leaving 
the grounds, he stops at the records office 
to see what he can ascertain about 
Bernstein. . : ᾿ 

Alas, Bernstein's chart listed no religion. 
Officials are forbidden to divulge Informs 
ton on the next of kin, so Pooh is lef 
ho family contacts. ᾿ ch 

But perhaps someone will call Po 
about this latest grave. 

__ Or maybe the National Archives, which 
he-visits occasionally, will supply. NO? 
--"It’s not necessarily a dead end,” Roc 

Proclaims,:...- [ete iene κα a 


‘When the deeds 
that you’ve done 
in life are 
remembered, 
your memory will 
live forever. 
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people want 
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inserutably at Syria. They then flew to 
Damascus. From Kuneitra they stared west- 
ward towards the Israeli fortifications. 
Questions directed at them were politely 


The visitors were here to study the feasi- 

tility “of sending Japanese soldiers to 
seve in an international peace-keeping 
force” in the event of a peace treaty 
belween Jerusalem and Damascus. 

Jopanese cars, TVs sets, radios, we ail 
koow about. But Japanese soldiers? The 
last time most of us saw or heard about a 
Nipponese army was when we watched 
thelr cruelty in a rerun of A Bridge on the 
River Kwai. 

Afier the Second World War the 
Japanese decided to abandon their tradi- 
tional bellicose image. They became one 
of history's most pacifistic nations. 
Understandably so. Japan is the only coun- 
try in the world to have been devastated by 
alomic weapons. 

[15 post-war leaders renounced war for 
all time. “Land, sea and air forces, as 
well as other war potential, will never be 
maintained. The right of belligerency 
will not he recognized,” is the solemn 
promise laid down in Article 9 of its 
post-war constitution. 

That was the noble and idealistic theory. 

However, it did nol quite tum out like 
that 


“ As Tokyo journatist ‘Tetsuo Maeda points 
oul in The Hidden Army, stealthily and with 
lis citizens being for the most part kept in 
the dark, Japon has become a mighty mili- 
lary power. It makes its own state-of-the-art 
warships (over 60 modern destroyers at the 
last count, plus other navel crafl), as well as 
fighter planes and artillery. Mitsubishi dovs 
fot simply produce popular motor cars. It 
churns out hundreds of top-class tanks. In 
brief, a powerful army. 

And tight now the same company, 

logether with the giant US General 

ics, is investing $30 billion in the 

a t of the 2151 century genera- 
fon of FSX fighter aircraft. 

Fifty years after the end of the Second 
World War, Japan has the second largest 
amy in the world, outranking even 
Russia,” says Macda. His country’s 
defense Spending, financed by the forml- 
table industrial and trading platform built 
Up since the war, is the second highest in 
the world. In 1993 this amounted to $46 
billion, and it is still growing. Only the US 
tas a larger military budget. 

© are an unsinkable aircraft carrier,” 
sald Yasuhiro Nakasone, one of the recent 
Lia ministers, It was πο. idle boast. 
kyo has made it clear that if threatened 
by sny of its nuclear-armed neighbors (1.6. 
ἃ or North Korea) Japan would also 
Acquire a nuclear arsenal. Such a project 
could be activated swiftly. The country has 
rh the expertise and finance to do so, 
algo as much plutonium 239 as it needs 
ils 37 domestic nuclear power plants. 
τὶ the means of delivery by aircraft 
tenet rockets, Japan, after all, was 
third country after the US and Russia to 
h its own satellite, 

only v= the world unaware of this 
Program, but it was also kepl 

- Phares from. the Ji people, who to 
“ls day remain fervently anti-war. : 


Bulow Shinto priests pray In fron 
Below} 


its own. It spent countless bi 


Foot troops of Japan’s Self-Defense Forces. 


buying American armaments. ᾿ 
Feeling threatened by the Soviet Union, 
Japan then focused on using some of its 
wealth to create its own sophisticated 
weaponry. Just as alarming was the 
nuclear buildup by China and by its tadi- 
tional enemy, North Korea. The uncertain- 
ty created by the collapse of the Soviet 
Union convinced Japan that ils part of the 
world was becoming a very dangerous 
place indeed. ᾿ 
What troubles Tokyo is the realization 
that when the Soviet Union was the 
“other” balancing superpower, it could 
rely on the US nuclear umbrella to protect 
it from atlack. This is no longer the case. 
As Japanese surpluses grow larger and 
the US national debt swells, a growing rift 
undermines the bonds between the two 
countries. Gone are those “great buddy” 
days when Japan allowed the US to use its 
bases for its war in Vietnam. The recent 
isolationist trend in Washington has con- 
vinced the Japanese that they are on their 
own now. 
Japan's aloofness from the rest of the 
world was until recently part of its basic 
ilosophy, 88 was demonstrated during 
the 1991 Gulf War. Tokyo flercely resisted 
efforts by George Bush to become directly 
involved in the fighting. As a sop to its 
great ally, however, Japan contributed $13 
billion to help pay for the war against Iraq. 
But because of the importance of keeping 
intact the precious flow of oil which fuels 
its industrial base, Japan has recently been 
rethinking its traditional policy of not con- 
cerning itself with the problems of the rest 
of the world, Its leaders realized that it was 
no longer sufficient to use their formidable 
navy simply to keep the long sea lanes, used 
to carry their products to the rest of the 
world, safe from potential enemies. 
Asa first step toward playing a more pos- 


Maeda affirms that all this was not due to 
a sinister plot by ancient warlord families 
striving lo regain their prestige and power. 
In reality it was the US that pushed the 


Japanese to play an active part in 
Washington's strategy against the growth 
of Communism in the days following the 
Second World War. ᾿ 

The catalyst for Japan . becoming 
America’s junior binges poe: we 

of the n t 

nea σὰς rapidly as the ¢co- Tey ae aa a ee, = od por 
nomic boom of the Sixties converted Japan Tokyo τὸ τοι Lh casio 
into one of the world’s richest countries. by becoming 

iti itary i of operations in Cambodia and Africa, 
wer roca cu ma as of ola ᾿ Ὁ" stirred Japan to take such a step 


t of the first prototype of the FSX, Japan's next generation support fighter. 
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were the lessons of the Gulf War added.to 
those of the 1973 oil crisis. The key of 
course is oil, which has been the country’s 
chief source of energy ever since it aban- 
doned coal. Virtually all its suppliers are 
the oil-rich states of the Middle East. And 
without this source of energy, the entire 
Japanese economy could collapse. 

Ifthe growth of Japan as not only an eco- 
nomic superpower but also a military giant 
seemed rather remote to Israelis in the 
past, the time has come 10 sit up and take 
notice of what Tokyo thinks and does. 

As Tokyo inches its way into a role for 
itself on the world stage, it is becoming 
increasingly clear that it is in ifs interest to 
keep in the good baoks of its Mosiem sup- 
pliers. A sign of which way the wind is 
blowing was provided by the gift of $20 
million to the aptly named Orient House in 
Jerusalem, a building Yasser Arafat 
regards as the headquarters in the capital of 
the forthcoming Palestinian government. 

The sudden interest in seeing for them- 
selves precisely where the Golan Heights 
are fits into the new Japanese scheme of 
things. It has clearly occurred to Tokyo 
that by offering to get its own soldiers to 
fly its flag there in the context of an 
international force, Japan will become 
intimately involved in Middle Eastern 
politics. 

As the rabbis used to ask whenever a 
new tsar ascended the Russian throne: “Is 
it good.or bad for the Jews?” The same 
question can be legitimately posed today 
about Japanese intentions. 

The omens are not propitious. Not only 
are the Arabs with their oil of far greater 
importance than the interests of the tiny 
Jewish state, but also worrying is the latent 

streak of antisemitism in many circles in 


MORE PRECIOUS THAN 
PEACE: The Cold War and the 
Struggle for the Third World by 
Peter Rodman. New York, Scribners. 
654 pp. $35. 


By Amos Perlmutter 


eter Rodman brings the experi- 

ence of a policy formulater, the 

erudition of a historian and the 

perception of a political scientist 
to this important book. Rodman served in 
the Nixon, Reagan and Bush national 
security councils, and was one of 
Kissinger’s key assistants. He was also 
director of policy planning and a deputy 
assisiant for foreign aftairs in the Bush 
administration. 

In this analysis of US-Third World rela- 
lions, Rodman recounts the divergent poli- 
cies and views of Woodrow Wilson and 
Lenin on colonialism and nationalism. 
This sets the stage for discourses on 
Khrushchev, Eisenhower and Kennedy. 
The author goes on to analyze the Third 
World's great power confrontations 
which, following the death of Stalin in 
1953, loomed especially large in the hista- 
ty of the Cold War as the Soviet Union 
sought hegemony in the ex-colonial world. 
The former celonies’ newly formed 
nations proved fertile ground for 
Communist infiltration and an arena in 
which to challenge the capitalist world. 

Following Rosa Luxembourg’s dictum 
that imperialism “was the highest form of 
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RIDING THE RAP by Elmore 
Leonard. New York, Delacorte. 
294 pp. $22.95, 


ΒΥ Leonard Michaels 


Imare Leonard has written more 
than 30 novels. They are known 
generally as “crime fiction.” 
EER Among them you find Westerns, 
which belong to another genre, though 
they also deal with crime. But whatever 
you call his novels, they always read like 
Elmore Leonard, distinctive in style and 
vision, brilliantly inventive in plot and 
‘characters. His latest novel, Riding the 
Rap, shows Leonard at the top of his form. 
You could analyze Riding the Rap and 
try to learn how to write like him. The plot 
is complicated, but if you study it you see 
how it’s structured, and how characters are 
like chess pieces. : 
They have restricted powers, determined 
by their level of intelligence. Bad guys, πὸ 
matter how terrifying, are ultimately 
undone by thelr own evil nature. ‘When 
You see thesc basics, and the techniques of 
plot construction, you only need-Leonard's 
wit, his eye for places and people; his ear 
for dialogue, and his vision, or the myste- 
τίου ability to control the development of 
a'story, After you get ‘that, just write his 
kind of sentences, which are the essence 
. and life of his pages. For example, Riding 
the Rap begins this way:, ᾿.. : 
-“Qcala Police picked up Dale Crowe 
_Jnajor’ for ‘weaving, two o'clock in the-. 
morning, crossing ihe ¢snter ling and-hav- ~- 
~ ing a busted tail light. The while Dale was 
_ Esgaeq] --blowing a point-one-nine they put his name 
> ‘ind-date of:birth into the nalional crirae 
- Satie HGALEM Post MAGAZINE 


’ tensions to decency, 
ability to be charming. He knows bad guys 


‘for him to 


capitalism,” Statin, Khrushchev and 

Brezhnev pursued an aggressive foreign 
policy. Thus began the globalization of the 
Cold War, which had already started in the 
Middle East with Soviet support for Syrian 
nationalism as early as 1946, 

Rodman describes the American 
response to the Soviet challenge as formi- 
dable, if not always appropriate. The intel- 
lectual community, especially at the 
‘Massachuseits Institute of Technology, 
made key policy contributions. Max 
Millikan and Walt W. Rostow were partic- 
ularly influential in seeking to create a pol- 
icy that would ensure “friendship and grat- 
itude,” and would “enable the recipient 
counirles to carry much of the large share 
of the burden of military buildup against 
Communist armed forces.” 

The Cambridge concept as propagated 
by Harvard-educated senator John F. 
Kennedy tumed aut to be “ineffectual,” 
according to Rodman. The liberal cold 
warriors who thought that economic 
development would lead to democracy 
were challenged by Harvard professor 
Henry Kissinger. 

The fact was that no country that lacked 
a democratic tradition before economic 
development ever attained it afterwards. 
The Suez Crisis of 1956 demonstrated 
that the Eisenhower-Dulies policy of sup- 
porting economic development (such as 
the building of the Aswan Dam) only 
spurred the rise of a generation of leaders 
who dabbled in left-wing radicalism and 
supranationalism. 

The rise of Nasser, and the ascent of the 
Ba’ath party in Syria and later in Iraq were 
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computer and leamed he was a fugilive 
felon, wanted on a three-year-old charge of 
Unlawful Flight to Avoid Incarceration. A 
few days later Raylan Givens, with the 
Marshals Service, came up from Palm 
Beach County to take Dale back and the 
Ocala Police wondered about Raylan.” - 

The sentences mix bureaucratic talk with 
whal feels like street Ingo, as in “having a 
busted tail light.” The construction doesn’t 
sound grammatically kosher to me, but It’s 
good writing, It plays on the previous ver- 
bal forms, “weaving” and “crossing,” and 
{t tells you that the driver of the car, Dale 
Crowe Jr., isa moral slob. It also tells you 
what it feels like to be Dale, drunk and dri- 
ving. This is a lot of information to stick 
into “having a busted tail light,” but 
Leonard isn't famous for playing the 
piano. There is more to notice. 

Dale is “blowing a point-one-nine,” 
which refers to his breath test. Then the 
police find out he is a felon wanted for 
“Unlawful Flight to Avoid Incarceration.” 
The legal lingo is impersonal and funny, 
juxtaposed with “blowing a point-one- 
nine,” but it’s the voice of Dale’s fate and 
the controlling vision of the novel. The 
Paragraph ends: “the Ocala Police won- 
dered about Raylan,” The rest of the chap- 
ter tells you why. ᾿ 

‘Raylan is merely Indifferent τὸ the 
extreme danger of bad guys like Dale, 
because he understands, as a more liberal- 
minded person never could, that bad guys 
are-truly bad. He is undeceived by their pre- 
and their exceptional 


do bad, and he gives them a chance to be 
What they are. We learn thet Raylan. once 
Sat face to face with a Mafia type; wal 


him dead. To the police this 


{s awesome 
proof of guis and competence. nae 


Ι ting - half-bad woman at the 
for his gun. Raylan'then shot -. ‘Rap. She'is a mind reader and all 


old Warriors 


prime examples of praetorian militants and 
radicals replacing the old regimes of 
bankers, pashas and urban notables. The 
triumph of Nasser and others like him tilt- 
ed the balance of the Cold War in the 
USSR’s favor and shifted the emphasis to 
the Middle East. The USSR’s economic 
and military aid helped institutionalize the 
new regimes in Egypt and Syria. 

Kennedy accepted Khrushchev’s chal- 
lenges, in both Cuba’s Bay of Pigs and 
Vietnam. The challenge of Communist 
nationalism and Western efforts to fight it 
became, according to Rodman, “fatal.” 
Vietnam, in fact, emboldened Brezhnev, 
Khrushchev's successor. 

A man of “few apparent intellectual 
gifts,” and with a poor grasp of “the intri- 
cacies of arms control in the Third World,” 
Brezhnev nevertheless was the author of 
the "correlation of forces” doctrine. This 
doctrine, in Brezhnev's view, led the 
USSR to seek “favorable international 
conditions for building Communism out- 

“side the USSR.” This guaranteed that there 

would be greater intervention in the Third 
World, and more arenas of conflict. 
Rodman gives a detailed account of the 
various Cold War arenas such as Angola, 
Cambodia and Central America. 

In the Middle East, Soviet policy was 
consistent until 1989 and the rise of 
Gorbachev. The Gulf War, writes 


Rodman, “marked a historic reversal of 
superpower fortunes.” Saddam Hussein 
was defeated by an unprecedented 
American-Evropean-Third World and 
Arab coalition, which showed how far 
things had come from the bleak days of the 


To Rayian’s girlfriend, it is reprehensible. 
The opposition of thesa views haunts 
Raylan, He can’t explain it to his gitlfriend, 
but he knows he did right, or did good, 

He once killed, but Raylan won't enter a 
man’s house uninvited or without a legal 
‘warrant, even if a life is at stake and bad 
guys are hiding In the house. Raylan’s 
commitment to this principle comes from 
his personal experience. He remembers 
how, when he was a kid, the sanctity of his 
home was violated by thugs. Raylan isn’t 
an intellectual. His ideas come from expe- 
rience, but they are like what you find in 
St. Augustine, Hobbes and Pascal. In brief, 
We are born concupiscent,. we haven't 
advanced much beyond the Jungie, and 


_ bad guys ‘have no principles af all. _ 


Raylan isn’t free of concupiscence, but 
he doesn’t succumb to the allure of the 
center of Riding the 
Re -purpase 
psychic called Reverend Dawn, mai really 
Seems fo:have a mystical gift. For exam- 
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Suez Crisis. The folly of the Eis 
Dulles policy of critical Teliance on the 
called neutralists and the UN helped id 
about the rise of anti-American Nassntt 
and pan-Arab nationalist Tegimes whi 
fueled the Arab-Israeli wars, = 

Rodman records Soviet blunders 
cially their assessment of Isracti cay il. 
tia adage “Foolishly, they later 
admitted, they severed diplom 
tions with Israel” Tene πὶ: 

aera echoes Kissinger’s misg} 
over the proposal for quadripari 
(American, Soviet, British and Pane 
ticipation in Middle East peace ne 
tions. Kissinger was concemed that “the 
balance of forces in the region wag 
Gramatically tipped by the unprecedented 
Sovict military intervention.” 

When Sadat came to power in 197, 
Rodman became Kissinger’s Prin 
special assistant and confidant on Middle 
East affairs. Rodman accompanied 
Kissinger to his meetings with all of the 
principals at the time -- Golda Meir, King 
Husscin, Sadat and ambassadors Rebin 
and Dobrynin. 

In Moscow, Rodman writes, “we were 
treated to a barrage of bitter criticisms of 
Israeli intransigence and stern warnings 
that the Middle East was a powderkeg" 
Rodman concludes that “the human cost of 
the Cold War struggle in ihe Third World 
was devastating and with little long-term 
advantage to the USSR.” He adds that eco- 
nomic development alone did not creale 
Political peace, stability and democracy in 
the Third World, 

Nixon and Kissinger, Rodman writes, 
had “tried to educate the public about what 
they saw as the excesses of Wilsonian 
moralism.” Nixon and Kissinger mistus- 
ed “ideology on all sides,” Soviet as well 
as American, and were suspicious of “har- 
nessing American idealism in the service 
of our strategic interests.” 


enhower. 


ple, while talking on the telephone to one 
of the bad guys, she says: “Turn on a light 
80 I can see you.” He is stariled and jumps. 

Reverend Dawn is wonderful because 
she figures in a severely rational and 
empirical novel. Maybe this says some- 
thing about Leonard’s view of women. His 
heroes adore them. At tho same time, 
women drive men nuts because, 
from intelligence, they have things such a3 
breasts. A bad guy will forget his practical, 
life-and-death interests if a woman like 
Reverend Dawn offers to get undressed. 
Not Raylan. But he is altracted to 
Reverend Dawn, and his girlfriend, a for- 
mer stripper, can 566 this. When he talks 
about Reverend Dawn to his girlfriend, sho 
says: “What docs she took like?” 

“The way girls used to look twenly 
years ago. Long dark hair parted in the 
middle. Thin. ...” 

“How old?” 

“Maybe thirty.” 

“She’s young.” 

“Nice-looking, but biles her finget- 
nails.” , 

The stuff about the fingernails is sur 
posed to throw his girlfriend off the trail 
Exactly for that reason, she takes it to mean 
Raylan is emotlonally involved. An idea of 
gender relations in which women: are inlu- 
itive, seductive and mystical has bees pro 
mulgated from the Bible to Saul Bellow, but 
Reverend Dawn is unique. She is absurd, 
convincing, good, bad, weak, effectiv 
frightened, daring, and the whole plot tums 
on her actions, 

In the end Reverend Dawn gels away, 
though she set up a kidnapping, bul it feels 
right that Leonard wouldn't put her in jail. 
He likes her too much. Besides, it's his 
novel, so he can do what he wants, 
nothing Is more clear-than his superb com 
trol. Sure, there are surprises, unpre 
dictable violence, and characters have co 
sistent points of view, which is to 88} 
minds of their own, but you know every 
minute who is boss of this μι rae 
why it has been said he is the best. 

_ (Los Angeles Times) 
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DAYS AND NIGHTS: The 
Ae aed Siies of William Maxwell 
by William Maxwell. New York, Knopf. 


393 pp. $25. 
By Tim Warren 


illiam Maxwell notes in the 

preface to this collection 

that, when he was 25, he 

mistakenly thought that 

to sea was the proper training for an 

ring fiction writer. “I had no idea that 

three-quarters of the material I would need 

for the rest of my writing life was already 
disposal.” 

Κ ἢ material, he discovered, was “My 

father and mother. My brothers. The cast 

of larger-than-life-size characters ... that I 

was presented with when I came into this 

world.” And since that time in 1933 when 

he sought his dubious seafaring experi- 

ence, he has written six novels and some 

of the best contemporary short stories by 

an American. 

This collection of 23 storics includes 
selections from as early as 1939 (“Young 
Francis Whitehead”) and as late as 1992 
(What He Was Like”). Many of them 
were wrilten for the New Yorker, a 1940 
collection called Short Stories from the 
New Yorker, which 1 bought some years 
ago in a used-book store, includes his 
story “Homecoming,” sandwiched in 
between works by Woolcot! Gibbs and 
Thomas Wolfe. 

His association with the magazine was 
also as an editor, where he worked for 40 
years, editing the fiction of such writers as 
dames Thurber, Vladimir Nabokov and 
John Cheever. Indeed, Maxwell, now 84 
and retired, has been it significant literary 
force in the US. 

All the Days und Nights indicates an 
author of immense gifts, one who under- 
stands what a short story is and what il 
lakes to crente a good one. 

His stories are so fully realized that they 
fecall the observation once made hy 
Truman Capote, He maintained that, “The 
test of whether or not a wriler lias divined 
the natural shape of his story is just this: 
after reading il, can you imagine it differ- 
ently, or does i silence your imagination 
and seem (0 you absolute and final? As an 
orange is final. As an orange is something 
Malure has made just right.” 

“Billie Dyer,” taken from Maxwell's 
1992 collection of stories, is such a story. 
[8 tho portrait of an old black man from 
the author's hometown of Lincoln, Ill, 
who endured the vagaries of racism in the 
North. This was not the oppression of 
Mississippi at the tum of the century; it 
Was more subtle, yet in its own way as 


The white townspeople agreed Billie 
Was a bright lad, but “at the same time 
4ppeared to feel that in becoming a 
doctor he had imitated the ways of white 
People ... and done something that was 
Tot really necessary or called for, since 
Were, after all, plenty of white doc- 
lors. Apart from the doctors, the only 
thogs Tcan think of that the white people 
Lincoln were at that time willing to 
share with the colored people were the 
drinking water and cemetery.” 
is a typical passage of Maxwell's: 
wage is simple and clear, with a - 
lum of adjectives and adverbs. The 
Seitences have a rhythm that invites 
reading aloud. While the framework is 
incluttered, the stories themselves are 
tely layered, 
parse reas to a character, 3 
again, so that in the en 
We do feel as Capote suggested we should: 
(The Story is “absolute and final.” 
Baltimore Sun) 


READING FROM 


RIGHT TO LEFT 


BY JEFF GREEN 


his is Hebrew book week, when 
all the publishers display their 
wares in outdoor booths all over 
the country, an event 1 once 
looked forward to. No more. Since I began 
writing this column, my house has been 
inundated with Hebrew books, proof that 
there can be too much of a good thing. 

When ey ne I meet discover that I write 
“Reading from Right to Left,” they 
immediately ask how I manage lo read so 
many books. Or, with less tact, whether T 
actually read all the books ! write about. 
The answer is no. I could only do that much 
reading if producing this column were my 
full-time job. But, 1 argue, my task is 
descriptive, not evaluative. I read enough of 
a book to get a good general impression of 
it, and I do try to read one book from cover 
to cover every week, so I can venture an 
evaluation with confidence. 

But not with over-confidence. When 
responding to nonfiction, my knowledge 
of the field covered is often limited to the 
book I am reviewing. I can’t judge 
whether the author is right, wrong, origi- 
nal or derivative, only whether his writing 
and presenlation are clear and interesting. 
As for fiction, where I am more confident 
of my judgment, | try to remember that 
taste is highly personal, and a reviewer 
should provide enough information about 
a book so a reader can say, “I like the 
sound of that,” even if the reviewer comes 
to a negative conclusion. 


CENTLY, I received a very angry letter 
fom Shalva Segal of Jerusalem, taking 
vehement exception to my response to 
Michal Govrin’s Hashem. As kindly as I 
could, 1 had said in my review that I had 
found the book so over-wrilten as to be 
virtually unreadable. [ am aware that 
Govrin isa highly respected writer, and that 
discerning critics have praised this B 


Perhaps my response was wrong. I have 


to meet a close deadline every week, and 
sometimes I don’t have the patience to 
keep plodding through a book if its first 20 
or 5 pages exhaust me and seem to 


“promise nothing better. I did leaf through 


Govrin’s book after giving up the idea of 
reading it all, but nothing I lit on con- 
vinced me to return to it. 

Clearly, 1 wasn’t the right reader for that 
particular book. I try to be open-minded 
and fair, but sometimes a book rubs me the 
wrong way or catches me at a moment 
when I’m not receptive to its virtues. 
These are the realities of literary 
journalism. 


THE GUIDING assumption behind this 
column is that the books published in a 
country offer insight into the nature of that 
country. Because an author has invested 
time and talent, and a publisher believes 
that the author’s efforl has potential to 
reach enough readers to justify the invest- 
ment, the publication of a book is an act of 
public significance. ; 

Of course not every book published in 
this country is significant in itself, nor 
does every book published here offer 
insight into Israel sociely. Cookbooks, 
how-to books, business, legal and medical 
publications and the like are the backbane 
of the publishing industry everywhere, 
including Israel. 

But I venture to say that more books 
about Kabbala are published per capita 
here than anywhere else in the world - 
showing something abul this society. 

In general, I try to write favorable 
reviews of books that I think deserve st, 
although readers are filled with malicious 
glee when a reviewer rips a book to 
shreds, and I confess that it’s fun to 
indulge in that sort of verbal violence. 
However, I try to restrain my evil 
impulse. Why burden readers with hostile 
messages about books that are unworthy 
of their attention? Mainly, [am provoked 
to attack when I have been bombarded 
with pyblic relations or when I find a 
book particularly offensive, mainly 
because it is pretentious. 5 

Had I world enough and time, and if the 
Post could spate the space, I could eaally 
caver twice 85 many books and still slight 
many worthy candidates. Gradually, by a 
process of trial and error, I have worked 
out a policy for choosing which books to 
mention. I generally give preference to the 
major trade publishers, both because the 


high quality of their books merits it, and 
because of their importance as cultural 
institutions. Just as we expect a music 
critic to pay most attention to the major 
symphony orchestras, then so, too, the 
book critic naturally covers (he publishing 
houses known for their careful selection 
process and abilily to attract first-rate 
authors. 

I also try to cover the noncommercial 
books published by universily presses and 
various semi-academic and public institu- |: 
tions, and to give adequate coverage to 
small publishers. 

While guided by my own taste and inter- 
est, 1 am always trying to stretch these to 
include material that 1 might otherwise 
ignore. If the column’s mandate is to keep 
English readers informed about what's 
being published in Hebrew, I can’t limit 
myself to books about subjects close to my 
heart or that appeal to me personally. 


ONE ACTIVE field in Hebrew publishing 
that I was inclined te ignore was poetry. 
This is because my ignorance of Hebrew 
poetry was fairly scandalous, and I wasn’t 
sure I would know what [ was lalking 
about. I didn’t know where to begin. 
However, I asked around, looked at the 
way other crities respond to poetry in the 
Hebrew press, and stepped in as boldly as 
I could, ἢ 

Another problem with poetry is that its 
publication is mainly subsidized by tho 
poets themselves or with funds they man- |; 
age to raise. Anyone with a typewriter and ἐς 

15 20,000 can call himself a poet. And 
they all send their books to The Jerusalem 
Post for review. 

I have decided to devote a column fo 
pociry every few months, but it’s hard to 
figure out which books merit serious 
attention. Just getting a fair first |: 
impression of a book takes time, and then 
reading it carefully enough to respond 
intelligently in the column takes even |: 
more. The wors! moments are those when 
{ find | have invested an hour or more with 
something that doesn’! merit coverage 
after all, a dead loss. : 

Jt often happens that 1 intend to mention 
a book but set it aside for an eperopriate 
occasion, hoping that some other books on 
related topics will show up. However, 
when a prominent author publishes a new 
work, I try to cover it as soon as possible. 

Hence, weck afler weck, the books I had 
sel aside got eclipsed by more newsworthy 
publications. Eventually, so much time 
has passed that they are no longer current 
and are consigned to neglect, making me 
feel guilty. , 

The main gratification of producing this 
column every week for more than two 
years has hecn the privilege of reading 
excellent books while they are hot off the 
press. Occasionally, my words have also 
caused literary events to happen. After 
reading about Haim Gouri’s poetry in this 
column, the poet and translator Shirley 
Kaufmann contacted him, and they have 
worked together to produce English ver- 
sions of his latest poetry. 

Several other writers have told me that |: 
they have received contracts with foreign [ν 
publishers or agents on the strength of my [} 
column. I have also been offered transla- 
tion Jobs (and accepted some of them) [i 
after responding favorably to books in the [iy 
Post. Most gratifying of all, some of my 
Teaders are motivated to read the books I fF 
write about and have written to tell me 80. Heer: 

However, sometimes, when 1 pick up a ἢ 
load of new books in the office, my heart 
sinks. What will I do with them all? Bul 
then, when I read something surprisingly 

, something that opens undreamed-of 
orizons, I am ebullient. Soon afterward, 
may ebullience fades. Le 

Y never get a chance to read as deeply as PXz: 
I could wish. My shelves are filling with |; 
excellent, informative, thought-provaking 
volumes that I tell myself I will one day 
return to ~ histories of medieval Hebrew |; 

etry, estimable studies of Kabbala and 
fewish thought, novels and poetry that [ΠΤ ΑΝ 
merit further attention — but i know that Pk 
next week will bring me another pile of 
books, many of which will be equally 
enriching and demanding. Maybe my chil- 

dren, who read Hebrew faster than I, will {i 


get.to them. , mE 
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Cordoba street signs. 


THE JEWS OF SPAIN: A History 
of the Sephardic Experience by 
dance S. Gerber. New York, The Free 
Press. 3334+XXV pp. $14.95. 


By Gabriel Sivan 


hat makes this paperback 

different from all those 

weightier accounts of 

Spanish and Portuguese 
Jewry? 

For one thing, to quote Prof. Yosef 
Hayim Yerushalmi’s appraisal, it is “a work 
of serious popularization that... compresses 
a wealth of Information into one volume 
with authorily, intelligence, and lucidity.” 
For another, it is (as the subtitle indicates) 
no mere rchash of the familiar personalities 
and events, but a lively and ‘objective 
description of the Sephardi experience from 
Roman times down to the 1990s. _ 

Nowadays, of course, the tern “Sephardi” 


The Retell Trade Ξ 


ISRAEL UNDER RABIN ediled by 
Robert O. Freedman. 

Boulder, Colorado, Westview Press. 
255pp. Price not stated. 


By Yisrael Medad 


{is more than frustrating to read a 
book that was published in January 
1995 but contains pieces by 11 schoi- 
ars representing heir wisdom as.of 
November- 1993. Only -two- contributors 
mde use of the. publication delay and 


“included data’ drawn ftom 1994, Surely 


"96 THE 


this edilection of conference papers should 
have had an earlier publication date that 
would have provided an interchange 
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is often loosely applied to all non-Ashkenazi 
Jews and communities, including those of 
the original Maghreb, Italy, Greece and 
Turkey, Egypt, Iran and Yemen. Gerber’s 
book is concerned with the true “Sepharad" 
or Iberian Jewry, which took on distinctive 
characteristics in medieval Spain and 
Portugal (ihe Moslem caliphate’s al- 
Andalus) during the 11th-15th century 
Christian Reconquista, and after the traumas 
and forced conversions of 1492-8, 

Prior lo those disasters there had been a 
golden age of Jewish poetry, philosophy, 
and rabbinic scholarship, an ora of 
Sephardi cultural mediators, grandecs and 
statesmen. Spanish and Portuguese exiles, 
in Italy, the Netherlands, England, the 
Ottoman Empire and the New World 
managed to revive their culture, lifestyle 
and fortunes while kinsmen of theirs were 
preserving an underground Jewish exis- 
tence as Marranos or denying their con- 
Verso ancestry (and even ouidoing Old 
Christian persecutors) throughout the 
16th-18th centuries. 


between the ivory tower of research and 
the reality of the political arena. 

Since 1978, the Center for the Study of 
Isracl and the Contemporary Middle East 
of the Baltimore Hebrew College has 
sponsored eight conferences. This volume, 
like the seven that preceded it, presents 
conference papers. The subjects include 
Isracl’s foreign. relations, US-Israel rela- 
tions,"and Istaeli domestic politics, 

The chapters make for interesting read- 
ing, but one cd. only subject the contents 
to a scrutiny that Yenefits from hindsight. 

For example; Lai Péleg, a professor of 
gavernment andMaw ‘aj Lafayette College 
who closely follows the igrael scetie, notes 
the popularity of Ropni Milo ih Tel Aviv 
AS a result Of his absténtion th ‘the Knesset 
vole recognizing the Oslé agreément’ But 


So much for the well-known romance of 
Sephardi aristocrats, merchant princes and 
architects of Jewish emancipation in the 
Protestant West. Thanks to her knowledge 
of the latest sociological and other 
research, Gerber is able to broaden and 
update the story, which becomes far less 
romantic as the Ottoman Empire sinks into 
decline, Sephardi communities lose their 
former wealth and influence, anti-Jewish 
fanaticism becomes prevalent in Moslem 
lands, and the once-despised Ashkenazim 
altain numerical and economic superiority 
from northern Europe to the United States. 


AN ADMIRABLE feature of this book is 
the author’s readiness to quote “unpalat- 
able” facts, make unflattering compar- 
isons, and explode familiar legends. The 
mystery of New Christian involvement in 
Columbus’s voyage of discovery ~ which 
happened to coincide with the 1492 
Expulsion — is left unsolved in her rather 
tantalizing introduction. 

Nor does Gerber attempt to explain away 
the unprecedented mass conversion of 
100,000 Sephardi Jews during the 
pogroms of 1391, in striking contrast to 
the behavior of Rhineland Ashkenazim 
who preferred martyrdom during the early 
Crusades (1096-1147). 

Most of the conversos did not belong to 
the wealthy and privileged Sephardi clite. 
They were not “assimilationists” and may 
well have intended reverting to Judaism 
once the storm blew over: yet the fact is 
that they (and others who followed their 
example over the next 100 years) took the 
line of least resistance. 

Had the Inquisition left them alone, the 
conversos would almost certainly have 
merged with the Old Christian popula- 
tion, Afler all, some former Jews (includ- 
ing the former rabbi of Burgos) rose to 
high positions in the Church: Hernando 
de Talavera was not the only sincere con- 
verso who became an archbishop; Diega 
Laines was Loyola's successor as head of 
the Jesuit order; and even Santa Teresa 
@’Avila had New Christian parents. 
However, the Inquisition and the racist 
doctrine of limpieza de sangre brought 
imaginary as well as real Judaizers to 
light, swelling the number of Marrano 
martyrs and refugees. 

There are some historical ironies. The 
Jewish “holy men” of North Africa (espe- 
clally Morocco) could only have emerged 
from an Islamic sociely. Dona Gracia 
Mendes, Europe's first great business- 
woman, pioneered the organized attempt 
to boycott an antisemitic regime (though 
with limited success). And Armenian 
Christians, whose fate under the Turks is 
50 often compared to that of Jews under 
the Nazis, fomented blood-libel campaigns 


‘the Paper, written prior to the municipal 


election results, lacks Peleg’s reaction to 
the Ehud Olmert election victory in 
Jerusalem. At the time, Rabin elevated this 
Contest to a matter of public confidence in 
his policy, 

Perhaps subsequent events have caused 
Peleg to rethink his thesis that the Likud 
should move away from the ideological and 
adopt a moderate position, and reconsider 
his criticism of Binyamin Netanyahu for 
Teacting to the Oslo agreement as he did. 

Helena Cobban, of the Christian Science 


- Monitor (described here as ἃ “Washington- 


Ὁ consultant”), writes that (he imple- 
mentation of the Declaration. of Principles 
would almost of necessity change the polit- 
ical- constellation within the Palestinian 
Hatlonal miovemtent since it would involve 


—— aa 


omance and Reality 


up to the 19th century. 


AS A RESULT of the Dam i 
(1840), — Western Sephardims an 
Ashkenazim closed ranks in defense of 
their persecuted brethren, and organi 
such as the Alliance Istaélite Universelie 
came into being. Sir Moses 

English Jewry's tireless shtadlan or 

ist, created a role model for leaders of the 
World Jewish Congress, 

But what influence did thelr [ΠῚ 
efforts have on Arab rulers and Franco's 
Spain? Gerber sees liltle to Justify the 
Fees that Morocco and Tunisia 

ews or that Spanish pas: 

thousands of Balkan Soptantnicgee 
the Nazi death camps. “Spain's humeniy. 
ian words were never matched by deeds... 
Even so, the myth that Spain worked dil. 
gently to rescue Jews is still alive, fueled 
by official circles and by the ouske 
world’s faulty memory.” Her conclusioss 
about British and French indifference 
toward Islamic jihad, after World War ἢ, 
are no less damning. 

The Jews of Spain ends on a more chee 
ful note, with accounts of religi 
inspired Sephardi Zionism and ethnic 
revival in the State of Israel. If, as te 
author contends, Labor ideology “was ἢ 
odds with some of the most treasured val 
ues of the Sephardim” and made them tua 
fo the Likud, is it not also a fact that hare- 
di paternalism ted to the emergence of 
Shas? These are questions that will contin- 
ue to enguge the social historian. 


| 
| 
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THIS REVIEWER feels obliged to sd 
some positive criticism of Gerber's vol- 
ume, which won the 1993 National Jewish 
Book Award for Sephardic Studies. lis text 
is generously annotated and there are use- 
ful maps and nunicrous well-chosen illu- 
trations, as well as an excellent guide to 
more specialized reading. But cerisin mis- 
lakes should have been corrected in the 
new paperback edition. Names such δὲ 
Fons Vitae (p. 76), Castro Tartas (p. 198), 
and Béne (p. 266) are misspelled; Le 
Celestina’s. converso author is 

indexed us Agustin (instead of Fernand) 
de Rojas; and Luis de Carvajal, the New 
Christian governor of Mexico, [5 confused 
with his nephew and namesake, the ccle- 
brated Marrano martyr (p. 180). 

Two vory interesting points have been 
overlooked by the author. Firstly, te 
widespread use of “Ashkenazi” as & (ΠΝ 
almost exclusively) Sephardi surname 
and, secondly, as if to counterbalance (his 
phenomenon, the perpetuation of Sephardi 
names (e.g., Don-Yihya and Zalat) 
among Lithuanian Jews — 8 reminder ὦ 
the extent to which our various disspoas 
have become interwoven, ' 


real, popular elections. Given the develo |. 
ments since then, she should have bet 
more circumspect about the absolute 
nance of the “outside” PLO. 


ONE MAJOR area that was neglected 
the effect of Rabin’s rule on τι λα 
tural and judicial spheres. Not po 
attention is devoted to Israel's καὶ 
polity. Even though the more visible 
cerns (proscription, administrative 
tion, the actions of the attorne rH 
surfaced only after the period ἮΝ 
response to the Oslo agreement, It 58 ᾿ 
that a social scientist was not incl 

the volume. 

Despite the plethora of data, the Sov 
ness of publication has distorted the bo 
purpose of Freedman’s conference; 1 ; 
of current commentary, we ate . 
retelling of recent history. - Ξ 

Ἢ decision not to include any of 
the discussions and interchanges ! 
sumably took place between 1 
pants was unfortunate. 


Weekend supplements on Friday 


| 


TAN ADV. 


WHAT BONUS WOULD YOU 
PREFER ON THURSDAY ? 


We value the opinions of our readers. So before deciding what magazine to introduce on Thursdays, 
we would like to receive your input. Please fill in the questionnaire, mail it to us before 16 July 95, and 
you will participate in a special draw. Ρυῖζϑϑ: Nis 1000 gift vouchers for Jerusalem Post Books, 
OR free one-year subscription to the Jerusalem Post International Edition. 

Other prizes: Books, T-shirts, shoulder bags,and more. 


_How many times a week do _. 
‘ you read the Jerusalem Post? -, 


C1 Los Angeles Times C1 Travel and Tourism 
World Report 


O Recreation ἃ Lifestyle 


(1 Receive the local newspaper |. ce bt d σι a Ὁ Β 
How meny years In Israel? 
on Thursday instead of Friday 


QO Show Business ΓῚ Other (Specify) . 


C1) House and Garden 


[] Fashion and Design 


ἢ ᾿ 
=| - Please mail the completed 


To Participate in the draw for a free subscription, fill in here: Name: - 
Address: 


[65 recelvad by that date will be 
i in the presence of an accountant. Ali questlonnal J 

ξ he Jerusalem Post offices.on 16 July 96 

Ἷ ἐφ τέφρας ἐς reap keh name will announced in the Jerusalem Post, and the winner will be notified. 
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reside si played such an 
Important role in world histo 
that the Pharachs declared ee 
to be sacred; several Roman 
emperors ordered specially designed ships 
to be bullt to sall to Asia and eastern 
Africa to attain them; and Spanish 
armadas conquered more than half of the 
New World and most of Asia in order ta 
guarantee their kings and queens as large a 
stockpile of spices as they wanted. 

The Pharaohs valued spices mostly for 
their use in making the incense known as 
ἀπῇ -- literally “holy smoke” -- with which 
they worshiped their gods; the Romans 
used the spices primarily to hide the flavor 
and smell of rancid meat and spoiled fish; 
-and the Spanish, who considered them 
more valuable than gold, hid supplies away 
. In royal warehouses, well guarded from the 

‘common people who might want to do 

_ Something foolish like cook with them. 

__ The local market has recently seen the 

introduction of more than 100 spices and 

plied ass, from two of the world's 
st producers, MeCormick 

Prudhomme. We can corgeae 


‘pies, curries, chil! con.carne and 
Cooking with spices is not di 


THE JERUSALEM ‘POST-MAGAZINE ~~~ “: 
BERL FHL ee ΤῊΣ ee ; 


᾿ c How buy composite -- 
" spices for specific preparations such ph mars i 
' ult ag ἢ dee a 
m_ ‘long ag one keeps to three basic guidelines.” 


First, unlike herbs — which co 
from the leaves and stems of fer-toteai 
aromatic plants and are almost always best 
when used fresh — spices may come from 
ἔ μη ee th buds, fruits or seeds 
matic plants an invari 

βρλυμηδη Ρ ᾿ are invariably best 
_ Second, spices should be used in quanti- 
ties Just enough to enhance the subtlety of 
a dish and not drown the inherent flavors, 
Finally, when preparing long cooking 
dishes such as stews and SOUps, remember 
that because ground spices give out their 
flavor quickly, they should be added only 

20-30 minutes before. the end of cooking. 


FOLLOWING IS ἃ guide to the most fre- ὺ 


ey used spices: 
lee, also. called Jamaica pi 
and English pepper, is the fruit of mime 
thal, although it will grow anywhere in the 
world, yields frait only in the Caribbean 
and Cenwal America. The name comes 
from the flavor end aroma of the fruits 
»which resemble’ a combination of cinna- 
mon, clovesand nutmeg, == 
Whole allspice berries should be used 
for boiling fish, eh stews,'meat marinades, 
iced fruits; chutneys‘‘and. pi , 
Grotind- ‘allspice . is ideal hase we 
etable dishes, in fruit cakes; relishes, chut- 


Zesty flavors make their debut on the local spice market. 


By Daniel Rogov 


neys and in baked fruits such 
figs and pineapple. apnEe 
Anise comes from the seeds of on annual 
Plant native to the Mediterranean basin, 
Aniseed, Which is the fruit of the same 
plant, is tiny, brown and oval, Whole anise 
seeds should be used in fish chowders 
meat stews, with vegetables (red and green 
cabbage, carrots, turnips, beet, cauliflower) 
and can be Scattered over rolls and bread, 
Ground anise is excellent in soups, fish 
dishes, marinades and cakes. Aniseed 
which Sives the flavor to ouzo, arak and 
Pemod, is useful in any dish in which the 
distinct flavor of licorice is wanted, 
Capiscum is the Latin word for pepper 
and includes all peppers from the mildest to 
the hottest, from bright red to deep green, 
The hottest hot peppers are not, as most 
People think, chilis, but cayenne paprika 
which is in the same family. Each of these 
is described separately below, 
Caraway seeds, which have a licorice 
flavor, come from plants that grow in 


- Holland, Germany and other parts of 


i Europe, 

6 German name for caraway is kum- - 
mel and it is from these sea thal the 
liquor of that name is made. Use. whole 
seeds in dumplings for soups and stews, in 
meat stews, with liver, for goulash and 


TNE Mela κι σα ti ws ea 
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The Spices of Life 


with vegetables (cabbage. i 
turnips, potatoes), in rye Be prarairg 
biscuits und cookies, cheese, Pickles, Ὡς 
ground in stews, with vegetables ( nick 
beans, tomatoes, potato salad and chi 

Cardamom (sometimes spelled carda. 
mon) is native to India but is Tow grown 
as well in Sri Lanka and Guatemala. This 
is an expensive spice because each Seed 
pod must be snipped off the plant by hand, 

The pods are then dried and bleached 
until they are buff-colored. Inside the pods 
pu ἜΡΩΣ black seeds which have a w 
slightly pungent and hi i 
an εν P Fs ighly aromatic flavor 

It is a favorite in Middle Easte: - 
ery (in Arabic and in pak ieploras 
Hebrew the spice is known as hel, Use 
whole seed pods in rice dishes, Pickles, 
spiced wine, punches and coffee. Use 
ground in curries, meat loaf, kebab, ham- 
burger, baked apple, apple pie, pumpkin 
pie, sprinkled over melon, in spiced fruit 
salads and in Danish pastries. 


CAYENNE IS the hottest member of the 
pepper family. Use in curries, shellfish and 
fish dishes, egg dishes, deviled meat (espe- 
cially chicken, turkey, kidneys, sausages), 
in hot sauces and in cheese dishes. 

Chili is of special use in Mexican 
dishes, cocktail sauces and minced meat 
dishes. Depending on which brand you 
buy and how much you use in your 
cooking, chili is for all practical purposes 
exchangeable with cayenne, 

Cinnamon comes from the bark of an 
evergreen tree that is a member of the lav- 
rel family and native of the Far East. The 
bark is peeled, dried and curled into sticks 


is also sold in powdered form. 

Use cinnamon sticks for cooking apples, 
prunes, oranges; spiced fruits to be served 
with poultry and meat; rice dishes, pick- 
ling vinegars, and to make hot wine 
punches. Use ground in spiced hot grape- 
fruit, meat dishes, vegetable dishes, 
Stewed fruits (apples, bananas, oranges, 
prunes), fruit pies, pumpkin pie and for 
sprinkling over milk and custard pud- 
dings; and for cinnamon toast. 

Cloves are the dried, unopened flower 
buds of an evergreen tree that originally 
grew on the Moluccas or Spice Islands but 
are now also found in Indonesia and the 
West Indian Islands. Whole cloves are stuck 
into an onion for making soups and sauces, 
in boiling: beef, for baked ham, spiced 
tongue, beet salad, pickled vegetables, 
baked and stewed fruits and apple sauce. 

Ground cloves are ideal for meat stews, 
curries, vegetables (beets, sweet potatoes, 
chicory), in fruit pies and pumpkin pies, 
spiced fruits, cakes and cookies. 

Coriander, known in Arabic and every 
day Hebrew as cusbara, is a herb but the 
seeds of the shrub are used as a spice. 
Especially popular in the cookery of the 
Mediterranean basin and Arabic world, 
whole seeds are used in pickled fish, cures 
and pickled vegetables, The ground 
are used in soups, fish dishes, meat stews, 
curries, chicken dishes, sausage 

stuffings, lentil dishes, puddings and cUs- 
tards, cakes and Middle Eastern sweets. 
_ Cumnin comes from a small plant which. 
although native to the Nile Vailey, is now 
cultivated all over the world, Cumin see 
look like anise, dili or caraway seeds 
are used in curries and chili powder, meat 
stews, Mexican dishes and chutney. 

The Dutch and Swiss use cumin 
in cheeses, and in Alsace and Germany 
.they are indispensible jin sauerkraut 
dishes. Ground cumin is ‘used in Soups: 
fish dishes, meat loaf, curries, Mexican 
and Turkish dishes, stuffed vegetables 
(eggplant, peppers, tomatoes), dried bean 
dishes, and sauces. 


Ute ents © σα etek ον μ᾿ ie ete oe 


(sometimes known as quills or pipes), and - 


powder is a combination of spices, 
ΤΩΝ varies the Pil = 
spices they used. ‘ommercial 
an μή rcontains ind different spices 
της heat of each varies from relatively 
mild to extremely hot, according to the 
amount of ground chilis used. 
k is a little known spice but is 
in Indian, Egyptian, Moroccan 
snd Lebanese cuisine. The ground sceds are 
used in vegetable and bean soups, curries, 
neat stews, pickles and chutneys. 
Garam masala is an Indian mixture of 
spices similar to but with less heat 
cul waders. 
grasa cotably the first oriental 
spice to make its way westward. The 
stem or rhizome of a plant 
mative to India and China, bul now grown 
in many places, this is the single most 
i form of flavoring in Chinese cui- 
sine and is sold fresh, preserved, pickled, 
dried, grated, shaved and ground. 
Use fresh in Chinese fish and meat dish- 
es, vegetables (onions and artichokes), 
dried beans, in curries and stews. Use 
d over melon and grapefruit, in 
soups, fish dishes, chicken dishes, meat 
stews, sweet Sauces, fruit pies, pumpkin 
pie, stewed fruits, gingerbread cakes, 
cookies and chutneys. 


JUNIPER BERRIES come from a small 
evergreen tree nalive to Europe, the 
Arctic and North Africa. The berries are 
picked and dried and should be crushed 
wilh the back of a spoon and used with 
care because they have such a strong fia- 
vor. In addition to providing the flavor of 
gin, the whole berries are good with 
stong, rich foods such as game and in 
saverkraut-based dishes. Crushed, use it 
inpates, with game birds, and in stuffings 
for poultry. 

Mustard seeds can be either black or 
brown, white or yellow; neither the seeds 
nor their crushed powder have any scent 
until liquid is added. Crushed mustard can 
be mixed into a paste wilh water, white 
wine or vinegar. Whole seeds are used in 
bolled beets, cabbage, sauerkraut, pick- 
ling, chutneys. Powder is used in fish dish- 
¢, poultry dishes, meat dishes, deviled 
dishes, sauces, epg dishes, cheese dishes, 
mayonnaise, and salad sauces. 

Nutmeg and mace both come from the 
fruit of the nutmeg tree. Mace comes from 
the outer husk of the fruil which is pecled 
and left in blades, preserved in syrup or 
ground, and nutmeg is the ground dried 
ftuil Itself. Mace, which is stronger than 
Ouimeg, is used in soups, rice dishes, 
sauce, fish and shellfish dishes, veal stew, 
sauces, cakes, cuokies and in making hot 
punches. Grated nutmeg is used in fish 

sauces, pickling, in ΠΟΙ punches, 
veal stew, cakes and cookies. 

a is a member of the capiscum 
family ond is generally fairly mild. Some 
Paprika mixtures also contain cayenne or 
chili peppers which make them hatter. 

in Hungarian cooking and in 
Soups, fish dishes, veal, lamb, sausage 
dishes, goulash, beef dishes, Spanish dishes, 
—— in sauces, with cheese dishes and 
over cheese, eggs, potatoes, 

Cauliflower and other light-colored ἘΠῚ 
ἘΠ grows on vines that thrive only 
Within 10 degrees of the equator. The pep- 
Percorns grow in clusters like grapes, and 
4s they ripen they lum from green to yel- 
low to red. Those destined for sale as black 
Pepper are picked when still slightly 
pe and, as they dry, the outer hull 
tums to black, White pepper is the fully 
Upe berry that has been soaked after pick- 
to ar the outer hull, which is 

, White pepper always has ἃ 
milder flavor than sig ᾽ 


Peppercoms are used in mari- - 


paces for fish and meat, in boiled beef, 
ἄς Thutton and in pickling. Ground 
y (Pepper is always best when fresh- 
ὑμξιομπῷ ἰς used with all savory dishes. 

White pepper for light-colored foods to 
*void unsighitly dark specks. 


seeds come from the opium poppy ἢ 


μιῆς Seeds are not narcotic because they 


do not form until the plant has fully ripened 
and has lost its opium content. Whole seeds 
are scaltered over bread, mixed with pasta, 
and used with pastries and cakes. Crushed 
seeds are mixed with sugar and honey as a 
filling for cakes and pastries. 

Saffron comes from the stigmas of the 
autumn crocus. If you have ever wondered 
why it’s so expensive (a kilo of the finest saf- 
fron costs nearly $6,000), it is because 
each crocus has only three stigmas, each of 
which must be picked by hand, and it takes 
over 500,000 stigmas to make a kilo of spice. 

Fortunately, a little saffron goes a long 
way. Saffron strands are used in making 
bouillabaisse and other fish soups, paella 
and other Spanish dishes, in fish and shell- 
fish dishes, rice dishes, chicken dishes, 
sauces, breads and cakes. 

Sesame comes in large pods (hal contain 
liny white seeds which are valued not only 
as a spice but for their high protein and oil 
content. Without sesame, tehina, humous 
and many other Middle Eastern dishes 
simply could not exist. Use the seeds 
untoasted over breads, rolls, cookies and 
biscuits. Use toasted (simply place in a 
medium oven until pale brown) on veg- 
etable dishes, over salads, with cream 
cheese, tehina, humous and in pastries. 

Turmeric is a rhizome member of the 
ginger family. Dried and ground, the spice 
is bright orange and can be used instead of 
saffron. Essential to curry powder, ground 
turmeric is also used in fish and shellfish 
dishes, curries, stews, rice dishes, vegetable 
dishes, sauces, pickles and chutneys. 

Vanilla comes from pale yellow orchids 
that grow in tropical climates. When har- 
vested, vanilla beans are green, odorless 


and flavorless. It takes six months of cur- 
ing, fermenting and drying to produce the 
dark brown, nearly black color and charac- 
teristic fragrance. The distilled oil of the 
bean is known either as vanilian or vanilla 
extract, (Be sure when buying extract not 
to buy a synthetic product). ᾿ 
Whole beans, which are used to infuse 
flavor into many dishes, can be rinsed, 
dried and used many times before their fla- 
vor recedes. To make vanilla sugar, fill a 
smal jar with sugar and push in one or two 
beans. Leave the jar tightly closed for sev- 
eral days to infuse the sugar with the vanil- 
Ja flavor. Vanilla extract is used in chaco- 
late and coffee sweels, puddings, cakes, 
biscuits and cookies, with frults, in ice 
cream, custards and puddings, sweet 
sauces, hot chocolate drinks and candies. 


CEYLON BEEF CURRY 


675 gr. stewing beef, with all aristle 
removed 

150 gr. desiccated coconut (tinned) 

3 Tbsp. vegetable oil 

2 1/2 cups finely chopped onions 

225 gr. tomatoes, peeled and 
chopped 

3-4 cloves garlic, chopped finely. 

1/2 tsp. ground coriander 

1 1/2 tsp. ground cumin 

1 tep. ground cardamom ; 

1 tsp. ground turmeric 

4/2 tsp. chill powder (or more to taste) 

1 1/2 tgp. salt 

Juice of 1/2 small lemon 


Place the coconut in a bowl and pour 
over 2/3 cup of boiling water. Let cool and 
then squeeze out as much of the liquid as 
possible. Discard the coconut and save 
only the liquids (known as coconut milk). 

In a flameproof casserole, heat the veg- 
etabic oil and in this saute the onions until 
golden brown. Stir in the tomatoes, garlic 
and spices and fry for 4-5 minutes. Add the 
Meat and continue to fry, turning regularly, 
until the meat has lightly browned on all 
Sides. Stir in the coconut milk and salt, 
cover and simmer very gently until the 
meat is tender (1-1 1/2 hours), adding a lit- 
tle water if the liquid evaporates before the 
meat is done. 

A few minutes before the end of cook- 
ing, stir in the lemon juice. Serve hot with 
boiled rice and chutney. (Serves 4). 


CUMBERLAND SAUSAGE STEW 
WITH SPICED ORANGES 
A traditional recipe from Virginia 


For the stew: 

1/2 kilo red cabbage 

460 gr. Cumberland sausages or 
knockwurst ξ 

2 medium onions, chopped coarsely 

2 tsp. juniper berries 

1 tsp, salt 

freshly ground black pepper 

300 mi. apple cider (or Calvados) 

1 Tbsp. wine vinegar 

3 Tbsp. red currant Jelly 

2 _— apples, cored and cut In thick 
slices 


For the spiced oranges: 
2 oranges 
1/4 cup sugar 
8 whole cloves 
1/8 tsp. ground cinnamon 


Cut the hard center core from the cab- 
bage and shred the rest coarsely. Transfer 
the shredded cabbage to a flameproof 
casserole or saucepan together with the 
sausages, onion, juniper berries, salt and 
pepper. : τὸ 

In a jar or bow! mix together the cider, 
vinegar and red currant jelly and pour into 
the casserole. Bring just to simmering and 
then simmer gently, covered, for 1 hour. 
Add the apples and continue simmering for 
1 hour longer. 

To prepare the spiced oranges: 

While the stew is cooking remove the 
pec! and pith from the oranges and slice the 
flesh crosswise. : 

Ina saucepan combine 6 Tbsp. of water, 
the sugar and spices and boil for 3 minutes. 
Add the oranges and simmer for 3-4 min- 
utes longer. 

To serve, distribute the stew on 4 plates 
and on each portion distribute the orange 
slices, (Serves 4). : 


ΠΕ ΕΝ BREAD 


2 1/2 cups flour 

1 Tbsp. baking powder 
1/2 tap. baking soda 

1/4 tsp. salt 

1/4 tsp. ground cardamom 
1/4 tsp. ground mace 

1/2 cup butter 

3/4 cup sugar 


2 eggs 

1/4 tsp. vanilla extract 

1 cup mashed banana 
3/4 cup chopped walnuts 


Sift together the flour, baking, powder, 
bicarbonate of soda, salt and spicss. 

Cream the butter and sugar until light 
and then gradually beat in the eggs and 
vanilla extract. Stir in the flour and 
mashed banana alternatively and finally, 
mix in the nuts. = 


Transfer the mixture to an oiled loaf tin, 


level the top and bake in an oven that -has 
been preheated fo 180°C for 55-60 minutes. 
Leave In the tin to cool before turning out. 
Serve cut into slices and wilh plenty of but- 
ter so that people can butter thelr-own slices. 
Serve warm or atroom temperature. ΙΒ 


MATTERS 
OF TASTE 


HAIM SHAPIRO 


Twelve Tribes, Tel Aviv Sheraton 
Hotel, 115 Rehoy Hayarkon, Te! 
Aviv. Tel. 03-521-1111. Open 
Sunday through Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 
to 10:45 p.m. (Kosher) ‘ . 
afe. That’s what people usually 
think about hotel restaurants, and: ° 
the hotel chefs have the double - 
challengé of breakirig out of this 
stereotype, while at‘the same time 
aecommodating hotel guests who want 
a good meal, rather than ‘a culinary .᾽" 
adventure. geile gy top ; 
It was perhaps with just such a ᾿ 
challenge in mind that the chef served | 
Up an amuse geule, a litle oot 
complementary tidbit before the meal of 
‘a mushroom stuffed with smoked meat. 
On the other hand, on¢ could hardl: 
describe my first coutse ~ a fagout’ 
sweetbyeada in a mustard-seed sauce 
as safe. I am particularly partial to. .." 
sweetbreads, which local butcher shops 


adventure. The smoked salmon was ᾿ 


Admirable, as one might expect it t 
bul the tartare, a light raixture of . 


S.CHOICE 


FASTER’ 


ἔκ πὰ κυ χε εκ πεν κυ 


Forgotten Moments 
in Jewish History 


Do you know what tragedy befell the first Jewish comedian, why the greatest 
Jewish chef suddenly flopped, or what genius designed the streimel? 


was gradually lowered into the is 
now only partially visible pcs me 
eee glass window. meta 
nlike his countryman, the 
Beuys, who saw his Tole ate a 
shaman-leader, Gerz is self-effacing ' the 
point of being actively intent in erasing his 
own image. For example, Gerz wee his 
name and then scores it through Tepeated| 
or shows a series of photographs of his fs : 
which have been scribbled On, or defacedin 
other ways. Elsewhere, Gerz Offers his 
body as a human targel; or, Standing behind 
a wall of glass, gradually covers his fi 
from sight with screeds of handwriting” 
Emerging from this presentation is the 
Portrait ofa man and artist full of doubts and 
questions, who sees his role Merely as an 
unseen catalyst jolling people into thinking 
more seriously about the Consequences of 


Η a in d : ᾿ : = : - hig actions. This conclusion is su 
= ite’ or example, by “Purple Cross for Al 
| Now” (a 1979 video performance bern 
ΠΝ ΕΝ ; : look place originally in Geneva) which 
ra που μα Ccpicts a man silting ona chair, with a black 


rubber cord encircling his neck. Whea one 


of the audience touches this cord, either 
deliberately, or thoughtlessly, the noose 


: : Hate around his neck perceptibly tightens. (Gena 
re = Schreiber Art Gallery, Tel Aviv Uni 
Curator De gm READY MADE -~/ eatin america 
Ὁ < fa : g 


‘SERIOUSLY 


1 


i By Sam Orbaum 
eptember 13, 160715392 BCE: 
Feivel Ben-Flintstone is the first 
Jew lo see a dinosaur. He runs to 
tell Rabbi Og. Rabbi Og tells him 

there isno such thing as a dinosaur, it must 
fave been somebody in a Purim costume. 

August 24, 126820492 BCE: Carbon- 
wet dating pinpoints the creation of the 
first No. 2 chicken. 

June 30, 3988 BCE: The Paleolithic 

ends. The Jews are blamed, 

April 11, 3856 BCE: Oy of Ur develops 
the prototype for guilt. in 

November 16, 3760 BCE: According to ~ 
hiblical literature, marriage is invented by 
gouging out a rib from some poor fellow 
locteate the archelype of a Jewish wife. 

March 31, 3733 BCE: God asks Cain 
where his brother Abel is. Cain responds: 
"Am I my brother’s keeper?” It is the first 
time in recorded history that a question is 
uswered with a question. 


because Columbus did not speak any 
Yiddish and thus would not be sble to 
communicate with the natives.) 


JANUARY 21, 1503: Italian housewife 
Mona Lisa Mandelbaum is wandering 
through the markeiplaco, pondering what 
to cook for Shabbes. An artist named 
Leonardo da Vinci, who happens to be 
shopping for a new brush, notices her 
expression and lures her to his studio. His 
working tille for the painting is “Mrs. 
Mandelbaum Reflecting on Cholent.” 

May 18, 1626: Peter Minuit buys the 
island of Manhattan for $24 from Indian 
chiefs. The next day, Jewish chiofs 
inform him they could have got it for him 
for $19.95. 

March 23, 1680: The dodo becomes 
extinct. The Jews are blamed. 

April 24, 1734: The first working model 
of a sandwich is unveiled. It consists of 
bacon, lettuce and tomato between two 


\ 
Au ( 
{ 


ἄχος οὐ 


JUNE 11 marks the official opening in 
Venice of the International Art Bloneale 
Israel's curator/commissioner for the sec- 
ond time in succession is Dr. Gideon Ofrat, 
whose decision some months ago to (once 
again) make a curatorial idea the central 
feature of the Israeli pavilion was greeted 
by a barrage of criticism. In the stom, 
many people haven't figured out exactly 
what Ofrat’s project is all about and are not 
ready to consider the possibility that Ofral, 
a scholar of some distinction, might indeed 


By Angela Levine 


Ochen Gerz (b, Berlin, 1940) is one of 

unusual and influential Mite ee on 

Western Europe taday. Since ’68, when he par- 

licipated in the student rebellions in Paris (where 
he has lived since 1966), the street has been the natural 


setting for his art, which focuses on “being” and “doine™ ᾿ : : sat Sepiember 28, 3661 BCE: Gary the : 
rather than creating. Nevertheless, Ge = 1B, and ae ΝΕ Ofrat: curatorial readymade, Israell Pavilion, have something original and worthwhile to Snot-Nose, the world's first πρὸ δες slices of matza. Jt is unsuccessful. Ἢ . 
major museums and galleries throughout Europe rs pi ict “iarting from tl ise that the calls God a “Jew-lover” and is instantly June 13, 1741; Reb rent Pec 

H rom the premise that t stuck by lightni Kochleffel, the first (and last) hasidie fash- 


almost all instances, wi A 
be ng falt. ces, without the presence of the curator pga Gestapo), and Sorted their undersurfaces- bowels of the National Ly ine ale pF 
‘he uniqueness of Gerz’: nay mes of scores of German-Jewish Pos eget ol oo 
fact tha, ἮΝ AWW Unity ce tee bey inthe destroyed by the Nazis, before replacing pesca Heat powerhouse of centuries of Jewish history and 
has honed in on Gere’s work from ἃ compl , oe oe : this πιὸ te at has come up with the idea of “activating” 
mere, pulting the emphasis ‘on works whieh illuminate ean teect ane Bathe ig repent only on the iterate nd hist of the People αὶ the 
ΕΓΖ’ Β career as an ongoing search ta define a self i ΐ παρ taney) consisted — Book, but al ional li 
t ᾿ 5 por- originally of an above- 4 » but also on the role of any national library as pre- 
δι Τα εἰτο ge barb I paces in which he lives. coated column on which the Taki sor eae t vende Server and source of a country’s Spriciual and infllecu 
personal credo. A ah d wet τ τοῦ οἱ Gerz’s their names. As a Fesult, a “portrait” of the probs’ of pop ἢ 
later that he came to understand the tecHble teal ot -Harburg emerged which was nol wholly favorable, since iit με = I : 
those times. With this knowledge came a lifelong din, Wrztik#s and aggressive comments appeared among the Library mechan ects Possible) portion of the National 
trust of taking things at face value; and of any socigi  ἠ ἠ ἠιβπαῖυτοξ, As the column became covered with writing, it bookshelves, Μὰ calauenaee Sra jemi 
ἘΣ pone ega co ony me | Sha el ern 
As th Tee ΟΣ. : ct with the “power base” in Jerusalem will enable visitors 
mah cen aa onc σας erp tel 
ing, sculpture, etc). He puts across his mess - 4 15 “curatorial ready-made,” two artists 
κἷ ὲ J essage by Ofrat’s choice, Josh: 
Silay ad So emi ig (er gyn mpl atom w food 'ῷ ὡς Mt 
5 jbrary project in any 
Pati ater τῇ ea cleans 2 rete & _ Nei, a nod sal! concoptala ἔμ 1970s 
1 | T - Tesident in i 
ae ae hidden faces or heads arranged in a Psi iH a library: | ἴο ae itis πὶ papers 
The exhibition is divided ἡ ‘omaln of positive ideas and “good” material. Brecting 
lower floor are feria into τος paris. On the Scaffolding and glass walls around the Israeli pavilion, 
among them "Tn the Art Nite hikes from the ’80s, he has created a “rogue’s library,” filling it with exam- 
century buzzwords are franc n which a list of 20th- ples of “evil” material, from the writings of the Marquis 
decorative pattern, an rag mented into a meaningless - de Sade to the score of the opera Tosca where (Neustein 
hysteria for a propri i¢ comment on the late *80s points out in the catalog) Baron.Scarpia's library is real- 
On the ape neg Aap τς fay Merk ᾿ς: ay for a torture chamber, 
ch foal di fad i Ξ a alg, @ young and i has 
Pay octane τε oe 's works on paper, dat- erected a second Biats-waled area adjecout τὸ τόσ 
graphic document he ἘΝ 3 Another. contains photo- ion. He displays here a selection of printed material 
ἐδ dials oie μὴ δι of past performances, as well (faxed Photographs, picture postcards, att written in 
public squares in Gonuae Gerz has designed for pe ce a ball made from the pels pages 
τ :Theso monun ΡΣ tha eelcauiin - of a book) which are intended t hi 
seem te ye οι. ον a ey ac ae ἱὰ ας ἴα 
“Docunienta;6 exhibition in, Kassel, traveling for 16 arn θοῖς, with everything in a state of flux. 


fon designer, unveils the shtreimel in 
Volhynia. Later the same year, he creates a 
daring new style he calls Humble Chic -- 
layered black-on-black with a matte sheen 
— after experimenting for a time with green 
pantaloons, a khaki-tartan half-zoot and 
floral socks, topped by a crocheled kipa. 

His twin brother, hair-stylist Koko 
L’Effel, devotes the next dozen years to 
completing the hasidic look, 

His proposed Litvak Afro with 
handlebar mustache is a flop (turns out he 
was 230 years ahead of his time). Also 
unpopular is his choirboy cut with 
muttonchop sideburns. Pigtails, powdered 
wig and a Van Dyke is — ss _ 
October . goyish. Finally, inspired by neoclassicism 

I tae tae veceolaiaiea and specifically Hogarth’s 1753 essay The 

; discovers the moon. first kosher Chinese restaurant, in the invents the frankfurter. Later he moves to Analysis of Beauly, L’Effel comes up with 
January 20, 2093 BCE: Abraham's wife Galilee village of Peki'in. It is to become Hamburg, where he invents the hamburg- [πὸ quintessential shaven head, straggly 
Suah demands that Hi ‘ ar and her son famous for its specialty, Peki'in Duck. er. At the height of his career he moves to beard and bobbing tubular sidecuris that 
Ithmae! be banished: “Abeshagiis diplo- July 1, 851: Ya'acov “Yuk-Yuk" bar Worms, where, inexplicably, he can’t get goes on to become history’s moat 
Male efforts to reconcile the two begins Mordecai, the first Jewish comedian, flees 8 job. enduring coif. or ἐς τὰ 
the Middle East peace process Swabia afier staging a skit on the woes of February 17, 1200: Sydney, a Jewish June 25, 1832: Britain occupies the 
_dly 8, 1633 BCE: Fist recorded use of King Charles the Bald, ending up in aborigine living in what {s today south- Falkland Islands, planning to turn it into a 
fhe Word “nu?” in poetry. England. In London he raises eyebrows eastern Australia, postulates that the world = Jewish homeland. 


February BCE: i ion of Ethelwulf asa lisper. ἰδ not only round but has a top side too. May 12, 1885: Van Gogh paints “The 
mmibogie coene, in arb ΟΣ τὴς phages Algeciras, eke October 22, 1425: Lemuel van den Potato Kugel Haters. 

fit Shabbat, Yankele the Y ik t develops a following for his campy anti- Boornstein of Haarlem, a famous Jewish ‘December 28, 1891: An anthropologist 
read ΠΡΟΣ ΟΠΝΡ ΒΟ δ τος ‘Wikia explorer, sets sail on the Pinta Mitiam to —_discavers Pithecanthropus erectus, better 


Ὶ ὃ ts 
pa” wit infarates Aron the hag mips cones He ae a discover the New World. Braving typhus, known as “Java Man,” buf. actually 


: i i has just begun to typhoid, typhoons, tsunamis and tsuris he Boimel’s brother’s barber, proving that it 

Shilebel, Paar fdr lead atag Raptors ΕῚ years hile finally sights land. He rows ashore, plants —_ really is a small worid. . . 

Opens ἰῃ ee developing the principles of shtick, and 8 flag In the name of his city and is January 21, 1897: Theodor nea 
August 8, 92 BCE: The first aved road finally’ wins widespread fame for his mugged. Disgusted, he gets the hell outof preparing for the Zionist eth alae 

in the Ho} La d. Thi Ρ tionist cabaret, You Think It’s Easy there ‘and sets out to discover the suburbs. Basel, writes a proposal for mass aliya 

ye es ey ee Tanuary 29, 1490: Yerachmiel based on 8 model of the Klondike gold 


ples, ΠΡῸΣ acrow installing new sewage Being Jewish? Columbovitch of Genoa attempts to rush. His housekeeper convinces him it’s a 


ing. 

May 4, 3313 BCE: Boimel, a Sumerian 
{πὶ dealer, travels to Bohemia to attend 
the opening of the Bronze Age. He is buy- 
{ng bric-a-brac when the merchant asks 
where he’s from; turns out the merchant 
las 8 cousin in Accad who gocs to the 
same barber as Boimel’s brother. They 
both agree bie Β small world, and Jewish 
sography is born. 

November 27, 2440 BCE: A fisherman 
towling in the South Gefilte Sea pulls out 
‘sirainge boneless fish with a carrot slice 
dn {ls head, (This event is further notewor- 
μα τθραοῖ τὸς πεν on the ninth day of 

h time in history that a good 
thing happened to the Jews on this date.) 


, Ofrat has shipped to Venice ἢ representative 


days on the Trans-Siberian express with the wi 2 - The third invitee is writer David Grossman whose novel January 1, } 10, 1629: Hurricane Yentl become the next famous Jewish explorer. _ terrible idea. Ϊ 
- sealed up —telite t¢ (ree windows — : : See under: Love was characteri ils archival charac- +0001: Yoshke the Elder inad- DECEMBER 10, 1029: port from the king and August 17, 1968: William Shatner, the 
sealed up ~ relaje to the concept of absence which is as characterized by its archival cha wheat) Sparks: philosophical crisis sweeps through southeast Japan. The Jews i pee G aa ἐμὴ is ates πως pete yt Reap npoiatel lire 


ter (a special catalog technique is employed at the end of 
the book). Grossman has opted to δαὶ αροιᾶ with the 
το .Venice archive base, by sending live short stories af regu- 
- Jar intervals from Jerusalem. : ‘ 
_ This hothouse of texts illuminating Jewish traditions of 
. aa ee F Spirituality, wisdom and learning is viewed by Ofrat as 
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